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Existing Transportation Inventories

Introduction

One of the first and most important steps for any plan is identifying the existing conditions. A detailed
inventory of those conditions serves as the starting point for drafting goals, objectives and project
recommendations for the community. It identifies existing challenges or deficiencies, so that the plan
can later introduce the appropriate solutions. For a transportation plan, an inventory also provides a
better understanding or record of the roadways, bike lanes, transit options and other related
infrastructure or services.
There are three sections in this chapter, providing a comprehensive overview of the County’s
transportation. Section one, Roadway Inventories, discusses all of the major roads in Louisa County.
This includes Interstate 64, along with the local primary and secondary routes. Section two,
Transportation Demand Management, covers the rural transit services in the area, existing bike and
pedestrian facilities and the region’s carpool program. The final section addresses other aspects of the
transportation system. This includes freight, rail, boat traffic on Lake Anna, local aviation facilities, and
trips generated from the County’s schools. Together, these topics address every major component of
Louisa County’s transportation.

Roadway Inventories

Chapter 3 – Existing Transportation Inventories

Roadway Inventories
Roadways make up the largest part of the inventory for the transportation
plan, since automobiles are the primary mode of travel in Louisa County.
People in this county, as in other rural communities, rely heavily on their
road system for daily travel to work, school, and other destinations. The
County’s roads are not all alike. On the contrary, the roads vary widely in
terms of their function, design and conditions.
The County has several primary roads that serve regional, state and
national significance. The County’s geography is the main reason these
routes run through the area. Louisa touches three metropolitan areas:
Charlottesville, Fredericksburg and Richmond. The region is centrally
located in the state, between the two major north/south Interstate
corridors, Interstate 95 and 81. Louisa also serves as an informal gateway
between central Virginia and the western areas of the state, including
communities in the foothills of the Blue Ridge Mountains and the
Shenandoah Valley. A significant amount of traffic from these regions
passes through Louisa County.
While there are major roads in this area serving through travel, the County
also has a considerable amount of narrow and winding country roads, along
with numerous unpaved routes. This array of roadway types and
conditions is both the cause and result of the various growth patterns
found within Louisa’s boundaries. To the south, the County is framed by
Interstate 64, which feeds much of Louisa’s commercial and residential
growth. To the north, Lake Anna acts as a defining border, attracting
upscale homes and subdivisions. The central part of the County holds two
small towns, Louisa and Mineral. The western side of the County touches
the Town of Gordonsville and is influenced by a large historic district, while
the east is characterized by a rural landscape speckled with multiple small
subdivisions. Each of these areas has unique characteristics, in terms of
land use and growth patterns. As a result, each contains road
infrastructure that serves those specific needs.
The inventory is a critical part of the Transportation Plan, serving three key
functions. First, it provides a comprehensive analysis of traffic counts and
road conditions in the existing roadway network. Second, it will be helpful
when County officials consider the transportation impacts of development
proposals. With access to recent traffic data, decision makers will be able
to evaluate whether a new development will place a significant burden on a
given road or road network. Third, the inventory will help identify the need
for future road projects and improvements. This detailed information will
help provide the foundation and rationale behind the goals, objectives and
recommendations in Chapter 8.

Establishing a detailed inventory of
Louisa County’s roadways helps
assess its existing infrastructure and
how to make improvements that will
better serve the transportation
needs of the community.
Transportation Terminology:
Primary Roads are roadways with
VDOT route numbers less than 600,
such as Route 15, 250 and 33.
Primary Roads generally function to
connect different jurisdictions or
other Primary Roads. Secondary
roads are those with route numbers
600 or greater, such as 652, 701 and
609.
Roads Addressed in the Inventory:
The roadway inventory discusses all
of the primary routes in Louisa
County, along with the most
important secondary routes. Much
of this section is based on VDOT
records, known as the State Planning
System (SPS). While there is a
considerable amount of information
on these roadways, they lack traffic,
geometry and accident data for some
facilities. Any roadways that are not
included in the SPS were not included
in the following inventory.
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Interstate 64
Interstate 64 (I-64) runs along the southern border of Louisa County. This
highway traverses the State, from Hampton Roads to West Virginia, and
links several cities including Norfolk, Richmond, Charlottesville, and
Staunton. The interstate also links I-95 and I-81, with Zion Crossroads
located about halfway between these two north/south corridors.
While I-64 runs the entire length of Louisa, which is roughly 35 miles, about
20 miles are actually within the County. The other sections are inside the
northern boundaries of Fluvanna and Goochland counties. There are five
interchanges along this stretch, which all provide access to Louisa. Three of
them are located within the County. The westernmost interchange is exit
136, Zion Crossroads, which accesses James Madison Highway, US Route
15. This exit connects I-64 with the Zion Crossroads area and the Route 15
corridor, which includes Gordonsville, Palmyra and the Green Springs area.
The next interchange is exit 143, Ferncliff. This connects I-64 with
Courthouse Road, US Route 208, and the Town of Louisa to the north. Exit
148, Shannon Hill, is located in Goochland County, but accesses Louisa
County’s Shannon Hill Road, Route 605. The Hadensville exit, 152, is also in
Goochland County, accessing Old Fredericksburg Road, US Route 629. This
road turns into Cartersville Road in Louisa County. The easternmost
interchange is Exit 159, Gum Spring, which connects with Cross County
Road, US Route 522. These interchanges heavily influence the County’s
growth patterns and play a major role in its land use policies.
Without Interstate 64, the Zion Crossroads area would be far less
developed and serve a less significant role in the region. This highway also
provides faster commute times for Louisa residents, as they drive to
employment centers in the cities of Charlottesville and Richmond. Without
the interstate, fewer people could move to Louisa County, since the

I-64 Corridor:
Interstate 64 provides fast and easy
access to the Cities of Charlottesville
and Richmond, which have job
opportunities and needed services. It
also strings together other important
destinations in between, such as Zion
Crossroads and Short Pump. I-64
plays a major role with the County’s
economic development and growth.

Interchange Design:
All of the I-64 interchanges are
diamond shaped, which is ideal for
lower volumes of traffic. As traffic
volumes increase along this corridor,
other designs may be needed, such
as a cloverleaf. Currently, there are
no cloverleaf or other interchange
designs in this area.
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commute times would be too great. Looking into the future, the County recognizes that I-64 could bring greater
demand for residential and commercial uses along this corridor. As a result, Louisa designated several of its growth
areas near the interstate exits. These include the Zion Crossroads, Ferncliff, Shannon Hill and Gum Spring Growth Areas
or Urban Development Areas (UDAs). Higher densities in these areas are supported by the capacity and function of
Interstate 64. By having development concentrated near the interchanges, residents are closer to employment centers,
businesses have more exposure to potential customers and the road system has greater traffic capacity.

Road Profile for Interstate 64:
Design - In Louisa County, Interstate 64 has four travel lanes, two heading eastbound and two westbound. Each travel lane is 12
feet in width. The east and west bound lanes are separated by a vegetative median that is approximately 60 feet wide. On both
sides of the interstate, the right shoulders are paved and approximately 10 feet wide, to allow drivers to pull over in cases of
emergency. The left shoulders are 3 feet wide, to allow safe distance from the edge of the pavement. The posted speed limit is
65 miles per hour (mph). Louisa County’s Primary Six Year Plan includes widening of the ramps existing I-64 onto Route 15.
Those improvements are needed for the increase in traffic because of the developments at Zion Crossroads.
Traffic Counts - Traffic counts have increased significantly for the stretch of I-64 within Louisa County. Between 1991 and 2006,
daily trips increased 68 percent for the area near Zion Crossroads. Between Zion Crossroads and Ferncliff, average daily trips
increased from 18,000 to 29,000. The section of road with the largest increase was the area at the Gum Spring exit, which
increased 81 percent, from 18,000 to 32,500 daily trips, between 1991 and 2006. This section is the easternmost stretch,
representing trips to and from the Richmond Metropolitan Area. VDOT’s projections suggest significant increases in traffic along
I-64 within the next twenty years. The following table shows those projections for each road segment.
Road Segment
Fluvanna County Line to Route 15
Route 15 to Route 208
Route 208 to Goochland County Line
Goochland County Line to Route 522
Route 522 to Goochland County Line

Y2000 Average Daily
Trips
24,717
23,853
23,709
25,699
28,764

Y2006 Average Daily
Trips
31,718
29,154
24,074
26,144
32,497

Projected Y2030 Vehicles Per
Day
48,278
45,357
43,564
45,002
53,104

Level of Service – I-64 has a level of service A or B for the entire stretch through Louisa County. This represents free flowing
traffic, where driving maneuvers are relatively unimpeded by other vehicles and motorists can freely change lanes.
Accidents – Between 2006 and 2008, there were 198 automobile accidents on the segments of I-64 within Louisa County. These
accidents resulted in 4 fatalities. The 2010 Rural Long Range Plan indicates that there are road segments with crashes that
exceed the planning threshold (nine crashes over a three-year period). This identifies areas that need safety improvements.
Specifically, the plan highlighted the segment west of Route 15, including the interchange.

Primary Routes
The Virginia Department of Transportation maintains the primary road system. There are six primary routes in Louisa
County, which account for 113 miles of roadway. These include Routes 250, 15, 208, 522, 22 and 33. All of these roads
have regional or statewide significance, connecting cities, towns and communities. Others have national importance,
functioning as major thoroughfares and corridors for several states. These roads can serve as assets, brining greater
mobility, services and potential growth to the County. They typically have higher capacities, providing the County with
leeway for additional traffic in many areas. Conversely, the County faces several challenges with some of these facilities.
In the rural areas of the County, changes in terrain create road sections that have poor vertical and horizontal alignment.
These roads usually have only two lanes, with several sections only 20 feet wide, leaving 10 foot travel lanes. Under
these conditions there are frequent “no passing” zones, where queues often build behind slow drivers, school buses and
agricultural vehicles. Other roads lack coordinated access management, leading to additional turning movements for
accessing properties. These conditions can severely limit road capacity and safety.
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Route 250
US Rte 250 is a primary highway that runs parallel to Interstate 64. Also known as Three Notch Road, this was once the
main highway between Richmond and Charlottesville. Rte 250 lost much of its regional significance with the
construction of I-64, but it still functions as an important thoroughfare and arterial for the County and region.
Rte 250 stretches approximately 35 miles along Louisa County’s southern boundary. Only 11 miles are actually within
the County, with the remaining segments within Fluvanna and Goochland. Three Notch Road connects four of Louisa
County’s Designated Growth Areas, which include Zion Crossroads, Ferncliff, Shannon Hill and Gum Spring. The County’s
Comprehensive Plan designated these areas for higher densities and a mixture of uses, which would be supported by the
road capacities of Interstate 64 and Rte 250. Three Notch is almost entirely a two lane road. The major exception is
found within Zion Crossroads, where the road consists of four lanes, due to additional turning lanes that connect with
Rte 15. While Rte 250 is a straight stretch of road, the main safety and capacity issues concern the changes in
topography. There are significant hills that create blind turns and problems with vertical sight distance. This creates
several “no passing zones,” which create queues and capacity issues. Aside from these occasional backups, the level of
service for Rte 250 is usually high, with little traffic congestion.

Road Profile for Route 250:
Design – Three Notch Road is a straight stretch, but has significant vertical changes, due to topography. This is a two lane route,
with one traveling east and the other west. Towards the western side, from Route 15 to 607, the lanes widths are approximately
10 feet, with 3-foot shoulders. From Route 607 to 208, the lanes widen to 11 feet. On segments further east, Route 250 has 12foot lanes. For the entire stretch, the posted speed limit is 55 miles per hour (mph).
Traffic Counts - Since 1991, traffic counts have remained steady. The areas with the highest counts have about 2,500 average
daily trips. These counts are stable for two reasons. First, I-64 carries much of the traffic that might otherwise use Route 250.
Second, there are relatively few traffic generators and attractors along this corridor. Except for Zion Crossroads, this stretch of
road is relatively undeveloped, flanked with sparsely developed residential lots, farms and forested properties. According to
projections for 2030, VDOT anticipates that these traffic counts will remain relatively low.
VDOT’s State Planning System (SPS) divides Route 250 into five segments. The following table describes those segments and the
associated traffic counts.
Road Segment
Route 15 to Route 607
Route 607 to Route 208
Route 208 to Fluvanna County Line
Goochland County Line to Route 522
Route 522 to Goochland County Line

Y2000 Average Daily
Trips
2,389
1,469
1,069
2,446
1,705

Y2006 Average Daily
Trips
2,611
1,782
1,086
2,401
1,658

Projected Y2030 Vehicles Per
Day
3,422
3,125
2,474
5,874
2,630

Level of Service – Route 250 has a level of service A or B for the entire stretch through Louisa County. This represents free
flowing traffic, where driving maneuvers are relatively unimpeded by other vehicles.
Accidents – Between 2006 and 2008, there were 68 automobile crashes on the segments of Route 250 located in Louisa County.
None of these accidents involved fatalities.

Note: Please refer to the following inserts while reviewing the roadway narratives.
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Route 15
US Rte 15 is part of the State’s primary road system, running north and south across several east coast states. In
Virginia, it connects several towns and cities, from Southside Virginia to the Washington D.C. area. Near Louisa County,
the corridor includes the village of Palmyra and the towns of Gordonsville and Orange. It also connects with the Town of
Culpeper, where it intersects with US Route 29.
Within Louisa County, this route is also known as James Madison Highway, which includes about 11 miles of road in the
County. Route 15 has interstate access in the Zion Crossroads area, carrying traffic from I-64 and Route 250. That area
of the County continues to experience the most growth. In contrast, Route 15 also passes through the Historic Green
Springs District, which is listed as a national landmark and is largely protected from development by conservation
easements. To the north, Route 15 connects with Gordonsville and the adjoining growth area.

Road Profile for Route 15:
Design – This is largely a two lane road. The only exception is within the Zion Crossroads area, where the road has four lanes
with some additional turning lanes. In this area, the lane widths are 12 feet, with 3-foot shoulders. The posted speed limit is 45,
which accounts for the development and access points onto Route 15. North of the Wal-Mart Distribution Center, the road
narrows to 2 lanes, with lane widths of 10 feet. With these segments, the speed limit increases to 55 mph. The entire stretch
from Zion Crossroads to Gordonsville is straight with good horizontal sight distances. In the Green Springs Historic District, there
are rolling hills, creating significant vertical changes, which can cause issues with vertical sight distance.
Louisa County’s Primary Six-Year Program includes four projects that involve Route 15. The first is to improve and widen the
Route 15 North and Route 15 South bridges crossing I-64. There is a recommendation to widen Route 15 to four lanes in the
northern portions of Zion Crossroads, south of the Historic District. This is intended to handle the increase in traffic because of
the developments in that area. The third project is to install safety improvements at the U.S. Route 15/33 Intersection. The final
is to design and construct a bypass for the Town of Gordonsville, which would divert traffic from segments of Route 15.
Traffic Counts – From 2000 to 2006, Route 15 saw a significant rise in traffic. The road segments with the greatest increase are
within the Zion Crossroads area. From the Fluvanna County line to I-64, average daily trips rose 46 percent during this period,
from 10,033 to 14,698. These traffic counts will likely increase further with construction of additional residential and
commercial developments. VDOT projected these counts for the year 2030, which are included in the table below.
Road Segment
Fluvanna County Line to I-64
I-64 to Route 617
Route 617 to Route 640
Route 640 to Route 22
Route 22 to Route 33
Route 33 to Orange County Line

Y2000 Average Daily
Trips
10,033
4,182
4,182
4,182
4,464
7,966

Y2006 Average Daily
Trips
14,698
5,581
5,581
5,581
5,852
9,127

Projected Y2030 Vehicles Per
Day
21,837
6,624
6,624
7,965
9,753
13,908

Level of Service –
There are challenges with LOS for the Route 15 corridor. The segments running through the Green Springs Historic District are at
Level of Service C, which means the flow of traffic is free flowing but beginning to near capacity. The road segments at Zion
Crossroads and south of Gordonsville are near or at capacity, with unstable traffic flows. The 2010 Rural Long Range Plan
provides technical recommendations and anticipates that Route 15 will operate with unacceptable LOS D/E by 2035. That plan
suggests solutions, such as widening lanes. However, the Green Springs Historic District has existing easements and historic
significance that may call for alternative solutions.
Accidents – Between 2006 and 2008, there were 128 accidents on Route 15, which resulted in 5 fatalities.
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Route 208 (Courthouse Road)
US Route 208 runs north/south through the middle of Louisa County and is divided into two distinct sections. The
southern part, Courthouse Road, connects the Town of Louisa with I-64 and Route 250. This stretch is nearly 10 miles in
length and serves as a major gateway into Louisa County. Courthouse Road is the main means of accessing the central
portions of the County from the interstate corridor and Fluvanna County, making this a critical part of the local roadway
network. Once Route 208 reaches the Town of Louisa, it joins with Route 22 to the Town of Mineral and then with
Route 522 as it heads north, towards Lake Anna. Those road segments are addressed under the subsections discussing
Routes 22 and 522. The northern portion of 208, near Lake Anna, is addressed in the following subsection.

Road Profile for Route 208 (Southern Segments):
Design – Route 208 is a two lane road, with travel lanes measuring about 12 feet. On both sides, there are 2-foot shoulders. In
general, Courthouse Road has relatively little development along this stretch. The road has several horizontal and vertical
curves, presenting issues with sight distance. Once Courthouse Road reaches the Town of Louisa, travel lanes narrow to 11 feet
and then to 10 feet, where it intersects with Route 22/33. From Fluvanna County to the Town of Louisa, the posted speed limit
is 55 mph, except at the new school site where it decreases to 45 mph. When Route 208 reaches the Town, posted speeds drop
to 45 and then 25 mph. Within the Town of Louisa, the Old Route 208 passes by the County Courthouse. A new road segment
bypasses this portion of the Town and provides easier access to Main Street.
Traffic Counts - Traffic counts are relatively stable for the southern part of Route 208, Courthouse Road. In 2006, Louisa County
expanded both the Town of Louisa and Ferncliff Growth Areas. This change created the potential for additional development
and consequently increased traffic. Another source of higher traffic counts is the new Moss-Nuckols elementary school on Route
208, between I-64 and the town. That facility is scheduled to open during the 2010-2011 school year.
According to the VDOT projections, traffic counts may increase significantly, by 2030. The most notable increase involves the
road segment just north of I-64, where traffic counts are projected to go from 4,438 to 8,105 daily trips. This will certainly
impact the level of service for Route 208.
VDOT’s State Planning System (SPS) divides this portion of Route 208 into four segments. The following table describes those
segments and the associated traffic counts.
Road Segment
Route 250 to I-64
I-64 to Route 640
Route 640 to Route 617
Route 617 to Old Route 208

Y2000 Average Daily
Trips
2,302
3,561
3,561
3,561

Y2006 Average Daily
Trips
3,394
4,438
4,438
4,438

Projected Y2030 Vehicles Per
Day
5,381
8,105
6,741
6,681

Level of Service – Currently, Courthouse Road operates at a Level of Service C, meaning there is free flowing traffic but that may
be nearing capacity. Near the Town of Louisa, the LOS drops to E. This means that the 208 bypass is experiencing unstable
traffic flows, where it is at or near capacity. The 2010 Rural Long Range Plan indicates that the area south of town will operate
with an unacceptable LOS D by 2035. In that plan, it recommends widening the lane widths to 12 feet.
Accidents – Between 2006 and 2008, there were 94 automobile accidents on Route 208, through the entire County. Out of
these crashes, there were 3 fatalities.
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Route 208 (New Bridge Road)
The northern portion of Route 208 follows Route 522, Zachary Taylor Highway. As it nears Lake Anna, it breaks off from
Rte 522 and becomes New Bridge Road. This stretch is almost four miles in length and crosses over Lake Anna, into
Spotsylvania County and on to Fredericksburg. Just as Courthouse Road functions as a major gateway into the
community, New Bridge Road serves the same role for the northern portion of Louisa County.

Road Profile for Route 208 (Northern Segments):
Design – Rte 208 is a two lane road with 12 foot travel ways and 1-foot shoulders. This stretch is relatively straight, though there
are several curves that present challenges to sight distance. The posted speed limit is 55 mph. Louisa County adopted its
Primary Six Year Plan, which includes recommendations for New Bridge Road. The plan states there will be upgrades and
reconstruction of State Route 208 from the Spotsylvania County line to US Route 522. VDOT has plans for a realignment of Rte
208, where it intersects with Rte 652. This project is pending.
Traffic Counts - VDOT’s State Planning System (SPS) treats this as a single road segment, which is described in the table below.
Since the year 2000, traffic counts have increased by 2,268 trips. According to VDOT projections, those counts may increase to
over 7,000 by the year 2030. The most significant factor for Rte 208 will be the Cutalong development, which will be located at
the intersection with Rte 652 (Kentucky Springs Road). This development will include commercial and residential uses that will
likely generate and attract higher numbers of trips than projected by VDOT.

Road Segment
Route 522 to Spotsylvania County
Line

Y2000 Average Daily
Trips
2,960

Y2006 Average Daily
Trips
5,228

Projected Y2030 Vehicles Per
Day
7,318

Level of Service – Currently, New Bridge Road has a level of service C, where there is a stable flow of traffic. The 2010 Rural Long
Range Plan indicates that this road segment will operate with an unacceptable LOS D, by 2035. To confront this concern, the
plan recommends widening to 4 lanes, with a grassy median.
Accidents – Between 2006 and 2008, there were 94 automobile accidents on Route 208, through the entire County. Out of
these crashes, there were 3 fatalities.
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Route 522
US Route 522 is another primary road, which enters Louisa County in its southeastern corner, through the Gum Spring
Growth Area. It passes through the Town of Mineral and over the western shores of Lake Anna, where it enters
Spotsylvania County. Further to the north, Route 522 connects with the Town of Culpeper and heads into the
northwestern area of the state through Winchester. In Louisa County, Route 522 passes through three Growth Areas,
including Gum Spring, Mineral and Lake Anna. While Gum Spring has yet to experience growth, its access to I-64 makes
this area a probable location for significant future development. Both the Mineral and Lake Anna Growth Areas have
potential for significant growth as well, depending on market conditions.
Road Profile for Route 522:
Design – Rte 522 is a two lane road that stretches 29 miles across the County. It has significant topography changes in the
southeastern part of the County. This creates difficulties with horizontal and vertical sight distances. The dimensions of the road
depend on the specific road segment. In most places, Rte 522 has lane widths of about 12 feet. In the Town of Mineral, the
total paved width is 36 feet, which includes travel ways and on street parking. Between Rtes 663 and 657, there are 1-foot
shoulders. In most of the other road segments shoulders reach 2 to 3 feet. The posted speed limit is 55 mph. This drops to 35
as Rte 522 passes through the Town of Mineral. The speed limit also drops to 45 mph, near Rte 663.
The Primary Six Year Plan includes several recommendations concerning Rte 522. It calls for safety improvements at the
intersection of Mineral Avenue and First Street, in the Town of Mineral. The plan includes the design and construction of a
bypass for the Town of Mineral, which would influence Rte 522. The Six Year Plan also calls for updates and reconstruction from
Gum Spring to Rte 33.
Traffic Counts – Given its length, there is a wide variety of traffic counts for Rte 522. The number of daily trips is relatively
modest. There have been increases since the year 2000, but none of the segments experienced growth over 1,000 trips. VDOT
projects that there may be future increases that are significant. The area with the greatest potential increase is near I-64.
Road Segment
Goochland County Line to Route 250
Route 250 to I-64
I-64 to Route 663
Route 663 to Route 629
Route 629 to Route 648
Route 648 to Route 657
Route 657 to Route 33 East
Route 33 West to Route 605
Route 605 to Town of Mineral
Town of Mineral (Southern Limits)
to Route 22/208
Route 22/522 to Town of Mineral
(Northern Limits)
Town of Mineral to Route 208 North
Route 208 North to Spotsylvania
County Line

Y2000 Average Daily
Trips
4,063
4,972
2,501
2,501
2,501
2,043
2,043
4,302
4,302
4,302

Y2006 Average Daily
Trips
4,481
5,817
3,319
3,319
3,319
2,258
2,258
4,882
4,882
4,882

Projected Y2030 Vehicles Per
Day
7,994
9,946
5,432
5,432
5,416
3,282
3,597
8,097
8,097
8,236

2,187

3,747

4,886

2,187
3,058

3,747
2,752

4,296
4,265

Level of Service – Currently, most of Rte 522 operates at LOS C, but this drops to E in two locations, the Town of Mineral and the
Gum Spring area. The 2010 RLRP reviewed several road segments. For the Town of Mineral, it states that it will operate with an
unacceptable LOS E, by 2035. To meet the need for capacity, it recommends widening the road, adding a third turn lane. For
Gum Spring, those segments will operate with an unacceptable LOS D/E in 2035. In response, the plan calls for widening,
including 4 lanes with a median near I-64.
Accidents – Between 2006 and 2008, there were 152 crashes on Rte 522, resulting in 3 fatalities.
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Route 22
Rte 22 is another important roadway, serving the central portion of Louisa County. It passes from the Albemarle County
Line to the Town of Mineral. To the west, Rte 22 is called Louisa Road and enters the northern half of the Green Spring
Historic District. Once it reaches the Town of Louisa the name changes to West/East Main Street, where it functions as
the main commercial corridor for the Town. A major role of this road is connecting the towns of Louisa and Mineral,
where it is called Davis Highway. Once it enters the Town of Mineral, its name changes again, to Mineral Avenue. The
most significant road segments are between the two towns, which carry the highest traffic counts in the entire County,
aside from Interstate 64.
Road Profile for Route 22:
Design – Rte 22 is mostly a two lane road, except for a few places where there are turn lanes. From the Albemarle County line to
Rte 15, the lane widths are about 12 feet. These narrow to 9 feet, between Rte 15 and Rte 33. For the remaining stretches of
road, the average lane width is 10 feet. There are 2 to 3-foot shoulders for the entire length, from Albemarle to Mineral. The
posted speed limit is 55 mph, except in the Towns, where it drops to 35 mph.
Louisa County’s Primary Six Year Plan provides recommendations for improving the design of Rte 22 at various locations. It calls
for safety improvements at the intersection of U.S. Rte 33/Rte 22. The Six Year Plan includes safety improvements at the
intersection of Mineral Avenue (Rte 22) and First Street, in the Town of Mineral. There are also recommendations for bypasses
to the towns of Louisa and Mineral, which would influence traffic on this road. The 2010 Rural Long Range Plan recommends
widening, to make consistent 12-foot lanes for all of Rte 22.
Traffic Counts – VDOT’s State Planning System (SPS) divides Rte 22 into seven segments. The following table describes those
segments and the associated traffic counts. The traffic counts for this entire length of road are relatively stable. From 2000 to
2006, the highest counts were between the towns of Louisa and Mineral. This five-mile stretch has the highest volumes in the
County, exceeding 11,000 daily trips. This is also where traffic is projected to increase the most. VDOT’s figures show over
16,000 daily trips in this area by 2030. The actual number of trips may even be higher than projected. In the 2006
Comprehensive Plan update, the County expanded the Louisa and Mineral growth areas. This included considerable increases in
the potential development along Davis Highway.
Road Segment
Albemarle County Line to Route 15
Route 15 to Route 636
Route 636 to Route 33 West
Route 33 East to Town of Louisa
Town of Louisa to Route 623
Route 623 to Town of Mineral
(Northern Limits)
Town of Mineral to Route 522

Y2000 Average Daily
Trips
1,982
1,556
1,556
7,696
7,696
7,696

Y2006 Average Daily
Trips
2,177
1,799
1,799
11,105
11,105
11,105

Projected Y2030 Vehicles Per
Day
3,010
2,343
1,937
16,149
16,149
16,039

7,696

11,105

16,039

Level of Service – Currently, the level of service for Rte 22 varies, depending on the road segment. Between Albemarle and the
Town of Louisa, LOS is either B or C. This means that traffic is moving freely, with few delays. Some areas may be getting closer
to their capacity, but there is room for additional traffic, if needed. In the Town of Louisa, the western part of Main Street has a
LOS E, which means an unstable flow of traffic that is at or near capacity. The eastern portions of Main Street are identified as B
or C. Davis Highway, between the two towns, has a level of service E, along with D where it enters the Town of Mineral. This is a
result of the high traffic counts along this stretch.
The 2010 Rural Long Range Plan predicts that the LOS will worsen for Rte 22. By 2035, the RLRP predicts that the segment
between Rte 33 and the Town of Louisa will operate with unacceptable LOS E. To address this issue, it recommends road
widening to 4 lanes for this area. There are also recommendations that will help with Davis Highway. This includes road
widening and additional room for buses to turn onto and off of intersecting roadways.
Accidents – Between 2006 and 2008, there were 97 accidents on Rte 22, which resulted in 2 fatalities.
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Route 33
US Route 33 runs from Virginia’s Eastern Shore to West Virginia, linking Richmond with the towns of Louisa and
Gordonsville and the City of Harrisonburg. It extends approximately 33 miles across Louisa, providing east and west
movement through the County. Starting from the east, Rte 33 passes through Hanover County, crosses Rte 522 and
then enters the Town of Louisa. Within this stretch the road is referred to as Jefferson Highway. After crossing into the
Town, it merges with Rte 22 and becomes Main Street and then Louisa Road. Rte 33 breaks away from Louisa Road
further to the west, at Trevilians Battlefield, and heads towards Gordonsville. With this path, Rte 33 connects two of
the County’s Growth Areas, Louisa and Gordonsville. While it serves many roles in Louisa County, the segments to the
east may be most critical, as this stretch provides access to the Richmond area and its employment centers.
Road Profile for Route 33:
Design – Throughout Louisa County, Rte 33 is a two lane road, with the only exceptions being turn lanes. The average lane width
is 12 feet, though there are segments that are narrower. In the Town of Louisa, lanes are 10 feet wide, along with the segments
that are east of Rte 522. The average shoulder is 2 to 3 feet, except in Town of Louisa, where there is curb and gutter. The
posted speed limit is 55 mph. In the Town of Louisa, the speed drops to 35 and 25 mph. Near the Hanover County line, the limit
is 45 mph.
Louisa County’s Primary Six Year Plan includes safety improvements at the intersection with Rte 22, near Trevilians. It also
recommends a bypass for the Town of Louisa, which will influence traffic on Main Street.
Traffic Counts – Traffic counts vary between years, but average trips along Route 33 appear to be stable. The areas with the
highest counts are around the Town of Louisa. Some of the counts in this area are over 6,000 daily trips, including along the
commercial strip in the Town of Louisa where the daily count is nearly 16,000. VDOT projections show that there could be
significant increases for Rte 33 at various locations.
Road Segment
Route 15 to Route 749
Route 749 to Route 22 West
Route 22 West to Town of Louisa
(Western Limits)
Town of Louisa (Western Limits) to
Route T-669
Route T-669 to Route 208
Route 208 to Route 1005
Route 1005 to Route 22/208
Route 22/208 to Town of Louisa
(Eastern Limits)
Town of Louisa (Eastern Limits) to
Route 522 West
Route 522 West to Route 522 East
Route 522 East to Route 612
Route 612 to Route 609
Route 609 to Route 655
Route 655 to Hanover County Line

Y2000 Average Daily
Trips
4,036
4,036
5,378

Y2006 Average Daily
Trips
3,358
3,358
5,513

Projected Y2030 Vehicles Per
Day
5,459
5,916
8,073

5,378

6,484

10,480

5,378
5,378
15,761
8,274

6,484
6,484
15,985
5,089

6,484
6,484
22,902
9,304

7,239

3,076

8,347

4,925
2,885
2,885
2,885
4,740

6,056
3,070
3,070
3,070
4,438

8,400
6,035
6,035
6,035
8,752

Level of Service – For many segments, Rte 33 has a LOS of B or C. In the Town of Louisa, this drops to an E. Another area of
concern is near the Hanover County line, where the LOS is also at E. Near Hanover, the 2010 RLRP anticipates that the level of
service will decline to F by 2035. To confront this issue, it recommends widening to 4 lanes with a median. There are also
recommendations to widen lanes for the areas east and west of the Town of Louisa.
Accidents – Between 2006 and 2008, there were 175 crashes on Rte 33, which resulted in 4 fatalities.
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Secondary Routes
The remaining road network consists of state secondary roads that are not designed to carry heavy traffic loads. There
are approximately 800 miles of secondary roads, a majority of which are hard surfaced. Most originated over the last
century as pathways between farms and market areas. The routes and road beds were established long before
suburban growth, and therefore, the roads are generally narrow with poor horizontal and vertical alignment. Issues
facing many secondary roads include a limited right-of-way; houses and businesses located close to the right-of-way,
making improvements to the road expensive with numerous design challenges; and rural secondary roads that are
increasingly being used to carry extensive subdivision development. The following table provides detailed descriptions
of these roadways.
Route

Description

601:
Bumpass
Road

Route 601 is a two lane winding road that runs along the
eastern side of Louisa County. Traffic counts vary depending on
the section of roadway, from just above 200 daily trips to
almost 1,800. Average lane widths are about 9 feet, with one
foot shoulders on both sides. There are no passing zones
available. The posted speed is 55 miles per hour, except for the
stretch between Route 701 and the Spotsylvania line, which is
posted at 40 mph. There were 22 vehicular accidents recorded
on Route 601 between 2006 and 2008, with no fatalities. VDOT
forecasts that portions of this road will carry an average of over
3,000 vehicles per day, by the year 2030.

Diggs
Town Rd.
Wickham
Road
Paynes
Mill Rd.
605:
Shannon
Hill Road
Willis
Proffitt Rd.

Map

Route 605 begins at Route 522, Pendleton Road, and heads
south, towards the Goochland County Line. In the northern
part of Goochland, there is a Shannon Hill exit on Interstate 64
that channels traffic on and off of this roadway. Daily traffic
counts vary from 1,200 near I-64 and 1,500 where it intersects
with Pendleton Road. Average lane widths are about 9 feet,
with one foot shoulders on both sides. VDOT designated about
5 to 10 percent of this stretch for passing zones. Near
Goochland, the posted speed is 50 mph, except for the north
section between Route 644 and 522, which is posted at 45.
There were 29 vehicular accidents reported between 2006 and
2008. None of those were fatal. VDOT forecasts that volumes
of daily traffic will increase by 2030, to an average of 1,900 to
2,400 trips.
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607:
Rock
Quarry
Road
Bybee
Road

This is a relatively small stretch of roadway, in the
southwestern part of the County. It changes names at Route
250, called Rock Quarry in the northern segment and Bybee in
the southern segment. There are about 1,500 average daily
trips on this road. The lane widths are an average of 9 feet,
with one foot shoulders on either side. There are no passing
zones and the speed limit is posted at 45. Between 2006 and
2008, there were 7 reported crashes. None of these involved
fatalities. By 2030, VDOT forecasts that there will be an
average of approximately 2,700 daily trips on this roadway.

609:
Buckner
Road

Buckner Road is a narrow winding roadway that runs
north/south, parallel to sections of Route 601, in the eastern
portion of Louisa County. There are relatively low volumes of
traffic along this stretch, between 620 to 660 average daily
trips. Average lane widths vary from 8 to 9 feet, with one foot
shoulders in most areas. Other parts of the road have no
shoulders. The southern half of this roadway is posted at 45
mph, between Routes 33 and 612. The northern half is posted
at 55. There are no passing zones along the entire length.
There were 5 automobile accidents between 2006 and 2008,
with no fatalities. By 2030, VDOT forecasts that average daily
trips will increase to between 720 and 820, depending on area.

610:
Holly
Grove
Drive

Holly Grove Drive is a small stretch of road in the Gum Spring
area of Louisa County, located in the far southeast corner.
Traffic counts vary between 700 and 1,100 daily trips, with
higher counts in the western portion. These counts are likely
influenced by Route 522 and I-64. The travel lanes are an
average of 8 to 9 feet in width, along with one foot shoulders.
The more narrow portions are near the county line. The speed
limit for the entire roadway is 45. The roadway experienced 11
accidents between 2006 and 2008, which is relatively high for
this small length of road, although none were fatal. VDOT
forecasted significant increases in traffic volume by the year
2030, reaching 1,200 to 1,600 daily trips.
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613:
Poindexter
Road
Oakland
Road
Goldmine
Road
Mansfield
Road

Route 613 is a long roadway that crosses a large area of the
County, from Zion Crossroads to Lake Anna. Average daily trips
range from 550 to 1,150. The highest counts are near Route
522, in the Lake Anna Area, and along the Route 33 corridor.
The travel lanes are an average of 9 feet, except for a small
portion just south of Route 33, which has 8 foot lanes. Along
the entire roadway, there are one foot shoulders and no
passing zones. The portions south of Route 33 have a speed
limit of 45, whereas the northern half allows for 55 mph.
Between 2006 and 2008, there were 41 crashes reported on
613. Sadly, there was one fatality associated with these
accidents. VDOT’s 2030 forecasts show increases in traffic, to
approximately 630 to 1,900 daily trips.

615:
Columbia
Road

Columbia Road is in the far western side of Louisa County,
passing through the Zion Crossroads area. The road carries an
average of 850 daily trips. This is a narrow roadway, with an
average of 8 foot lanes, along with one foot shoulders. The
posted speed limit is 45 miles per hour. While this is a
relatively short length of road, there were 16 crashes between
2006 and 2008. None were fatal. By 2030, VDOT forecasts that
the number of average daily trips will increase to 1,120.

618:
Fredericks
Hall Road

Fredericks Hall Road links the Town of Mineral to the Hanover
County Line. This is a significant connection between the Town
and central parts of the County with Bumpass and other areas
east. Traffic counts are relatively high, between 1,100 and
3,100 average daily trips, with the largest volumes near the
Town of Mineral. This road is designed to handle those higher
counts. Travel lanes are relatively wide, averaging 10 feet.
There are one foot shoulders on both sides, with two feet near
the Town. The narrowest sections are closer to the Hanover
County line. The speed limit declines from east to west. Near
the County line, the posted speed is 55 mph. It decreases to 45
and then 35, as it enters Mineral. There were 35 reported
crashes between 2006 and 2008. Unfortunately, there was a
fatality involved with one of these accidents. VDOT forecasts
that traffic volumes will increase to approximately 1,800 to
3,100 daily trips. Once again, the highest counts will be near
the Town of Mineral.
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623:
Chopping
Road

Chopping is a significant roadway, helping to link the central
and north parts of the County. There are approximately 2,000
average daily trips on this stretch. The travel lanes are
relatively wide, with an average of 10 feet. There are also one
foot shoulders and posted speeds of 55 mph. Given the length
of this road and volume of traffic, there have been relatively
few reported crashes, with only 12 between 2006 and 2008.
One of these did involve a fatality. VDOT forecasting reveals
there could be a large increase in traffic volume by 2030, with
approximately 3,200 daily trips.

635:
Factory
Mill Road

Route 635 winds through the southeastern corner of Louisa
County, in the Gum Spring area. It connects Route 33 with the
Goochland County border. Currently, the average daily trips
are between 900 to just under 1,000. The travel lanes average
about 9 feet in width, with one foot shoulders. Near Goochland
County, those lanes become as narrow as 8 feet. For the entire
stretch, the posted speed limit is 45 mph. By 2030, VDOT
forecasts that traffic volumes will reach 1,200 to 1,700 average
daily trips.

West
Chapel
Road
Willow
Brook
Road

650:
Route 650 is a small segment of roadway, near Lake Anna and
Pottiesville the Bumpass area of Louisa County. There are less than 600
Road
daily trips on Pottiesville Road. The travel lanes are an average
of 9 feet, with one foot shoulders and no passing zones. There
were only 4 reported crashes on this stretch, with no fatalities.
VDOT does not forecast any significant growth on this roadway,
in terms of daily trips.
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652:
Kentucky
Springs
Road

Kentucky Springs Road is one of the most important secondary
roadways in the County, providing east/west access across the
Lake Anna area. Currently, there are between 1,100 to 3,000
average daily trips on Route 652. The highest counts are on the
western segments, near Route 208. In those western portions
the lane widths are 10 feet, with two foot shoulders. About 40
percent of that segment has passing zones. The eastern half
consists of two 9 foot lanes, with one foot shoulders. This area
has fewer passing zones, about 15 percent of the roadway. The
entire stretch has a posted speed limit of 55 mph. Kentucky
Springs Road had 22 crashes between 2006 and 2008, with no
fatalities. By 2030, VDOT forecasts that traffic volumes with
reach 1,400 to 4,000 average daily trips, with the higher counts
near Route 208.

659:
Kents
Store Road

There is only a small segment of Kents Store Road in Louisa
County. This is located at the southern end of Route 208, just
south of I-64 and Route 250. There are approximately 1,300
average daily trips on Route 659. The lanes are 9 feet in width,
with one foot shoulders and 55 miles per hour speed limit.
There were no reported crashes on this small road segment
between 2006 and 2008. VDOT forecasts that traffic volumes
will reach approximately 1,900 average daily trips by 2030.

663:
Owens
Creek
Road

Owens Creek is a small segment of roadway, connected to
Route 522 and heading eastward. There are almost 1,200
average daily trips along this stretch. The travel lanes are 9 feet
wide, with one foot shoulders and a 40 mph speed limit. There
were 6 crashes, with no fatalities, on Route 663. By 2030,
VDOT forecasting suggests there may be an additional 450 trips
on Owens Creek Road, totaling 1,650 average daily trips.
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669:
Ellisville
Drive

Ellisville Drive runs from the Town of Louisa to the Orange
County border, passing by the Blue Ridge Shores community.
There are between 1,000 to 1,600 average daily trips along this
roadway, with some of the highest counts near the Town. For
the northern segments of 669 the lane widths are narrow,
around 8 feet with one foot shoulders. Closer to the Town,
lane widths are between 10 to 12 feet. The speed limit in those
areas is between 35 to 45 mph, with the posted speed
increasing to 55 towards the northern part of Route 669. There
are 22 reported accidents between 2006 and 2008, with one
fatality. VDOT forecasts that traffic volumes will increase to
1,300 to 2,400 average daily trips.

700:
Mica Road

Route 700 is called Mica Road, where it connects with Route
522 from Kentucky Springs Road. For the segments north of
Route 652, the road name changes to Johnson Road. This
serves as access from Mineral to the Lake Anna area, dead
ending at the North Anna Nuclear Power Plant. There are
between 1,000 to 1,500 average daily trips, with the higher
counts in the northern portions. The northern segment also
has wider lanes, at 10 feet with one foot shoulders. The
southern part has 9 foot lanes, also with one foot shoulders.
Near the Town of Mineral, the speed limit is 25 mph. The
posted speed increases to 55 closer to the lake. There were
only 9 reported crashes between 2006 and 2008, with no
fatalities. VDOT does not project any significant increase in
traffic for Route 700.

Johnson
Road

701:
Borden
Road
Belle
Meade Rd.
Eastham
Road

Route 701 is another route that runs north/south through the
eastern part of Louisa County. There are approximately 1,000
to 1,400 average daily trips along this roadway, depending on
the section. The area north of Route 601 has the higher counts.
This northern half also has wider lanes, with 10 foot widths and
one foot shoulders. The southern portion has 9 foot lanes and
one foot shoulders. For the entire length, the posted speed
limit is 55 mph. There were only 5 reported crashes between
2006 and 2008, with no fatalities. By 2030, VDOT projects that
traffic will increase to approximately 1,700 to 2,300 average
daily trips. The higher estimates would occur in the northern
portion of 701.
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715:
Bumpass
Road

Route 715 is located in the Bumpass area, in the northeast
corner of the County. Its main function is providing access
between this area and Hanover County. There is modest traffic
on this roadway, with less than 660 average daily trips. The
travel lanes are approximately 9 feet in width, along with one
foot shoulders on both sides of the road. The posted speed
limit is 55 mph, with no passing zones. There are no reported
crashes between 2006 and 2008, mostly due to the short length
of roadway in the County. VDOT forecasts a small increase in
traffic by 2030, to around 700 average daily trips. This increase
should not significantly impact the level of service on this
roadway.
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Transportation Demand Management
While most people in Louisa County use their own cars and small trucks to
travel, many residents rely on carpools or catch a bus to get where they
need to go. Others like to bike or walk. This section of the inventory looks at
what public transit, bike, pedestrian, carpool and park and ride resources
exist in the County in 2010.

JAUNT
Louisa County’s relatively low population density makes it very difficult to
establish a robust transit system. Without the necessary density, it would
take significant resources and political will to subsidize an extensive fixed
route transit system. On the other hand, para-transit is sustainable in
Louisa from a financial and logistical perspective.
Para-transit is public transportation characterized by flexible routes and
schedules, typically using small buses to provide shared occupancy,
doorstep, or curbside personalized transportation service. For Louisa
County, JAUNT is the para-transit service provider. JAUNT is a regional
organization that offers para-transit and fixed-route service, not only in
Louisa but also throughout the region. This section provides a detailed
description of JAUNT as well as recommendations for improving and
expanding its services.
Currently JAUNT receives federal and state mass transit funding as well as
funds from the local governments, human service agency payments and
passenger fares. Federal, state and local funding supplement the agency
payments and passenger fares help to keep the cost of service low for those
who use it.

JAUNT recently began offering
Wellness Wheels, with reduced rates
for residents who have appointments
at the nonprofit Health and Wellness
Center in the Town of Louisa. The
service is available three days a week
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
The JAUNT Intra-County Service
offers rides from residents’ homes to
the Louisa Senior Center, doctors’
appointments, and other errands.
The Commuter Service from Mineral
to Charlottesville also stops at the
Food Lion in Louisa, the K&B Market
in Trevilians and at the Zion
Crossroads Park and Ride Lot.

JAUNT’s eighty-vehicle fleet makes over 270,000 trips annually, including
commuter, health service, and general errand trips. Most trips are
scheduled by the passenger, but some fixed routes are available that allow
access to urbanized areas. JAUNT buses are all equipped with computers
that plan the most effective pick-up and drop-off routes.
In Louisa County, JAUNT offers three separate services. Intra-county Service
is accessible by appointment to all County residents. This service is available
beginning at 7:30 a.m., Monday through Saturday. Mid-day Service
connects Louisa residents to the City of Charlottesville; residents leave
Louisa between 10:30 and 11 and return from Charlottesville at 3 p.m.
JAUNT also offers one fixed route service in Louisa County, called the
Commuter Service. This bus stops at four locations in Louisa before bringing
passengers to downtown Charlottesville. The service is offered Monday
through Friday, leaving Mineral at 5:55 a.m. and returning at 5 pm. The
Mid-day and Commuter services have helped to increase JAUNT’s ridership
in Louisa County; from fiscal year 2008 to 2009 Louisa’s ridership increased
22%, the greatest increase in all areas that JAUNT serves. The total increase
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in trips was from 25,500 to over 31,000. (Most travelers make two trips per
day, one to their destination and another to return.) Each commuter trip
from Mineral to Charlottesville typically has between 6 and 11 riders.
On a regional scale, JAUNT offers transit service in the City of
Charlottesville, along with Albemarle, Fluvanna, Louisa, Nelson and
Buckingham counties. While JAUNT is available to everyone living in these
designated counties, the service strongly caters to persons with disabilities
and the elderly, offering reduced fares; lift-equipped access; and door-todoor prearranged service. JAUNT recently began offering Wellness Wheels,
with reduced rates for residents who have appointments at the nonprofit
Health and Wellness Center in the Town of Louisa. The service is available
three days a week from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. JAUNT also offers reduced prices
for senior citizens. The Wellness Wheels service is available free of charge
to seniors when they are attending the senior program at the Betty J.
Queen Center. On certain days of the week, the Intra-County service is also
free to seniors.
Roughly 58% of JAUNT’s Louisa riders in fiscal year 2009 were people with
disabilities. Forty-six percent were senior citizens.
JAUNT works to coordinate its service with numerous human service
agencies throughout the region, ensuring these agencies have a viable
transit option if needed. JAUNT offers the previously mentioned public
transit routes, but it also offers its vehicles and drivers for human service
agency use. This makes certain that target populations, including persons
with disabilities, the elderly and youth, have access to bus service. JAUNT
staff meets often with human service agencies like the Arc of the Piedmont
and Jefferson Area Board for Aging to discuss transportation needs and
resources. These agencies focus on populations that have special
transportation needs but not necessarily consistent access to viable
transportation options.

In 2003, working closely with County
leaders, a consultant prepared a
Master Plan for a rail trail linking the
town of Mineral and Lake Anna. The
trail would run along the right-of-way
of a former railroad line that once
brought resources to and from mines
in this area of the County. The rail
trail would parallel Route 522,
providing multiple opportunities for
easy access from the main road.

Bike and Pedestrian Facilities
Pedestrian facilities in the County can be found in the towns of Louisa and
Mineral, in some residential subdivisions, and increasingly in commercial
developments. In the town of Louisa, many streets have a sidewalk on at
least one side. A sidewalk was extended in recent years beyond the
traditional town center to include the Pine Ridge Apartments at the
southeastern edge of town. Mineral has sidewalks on both sides of Mineral
Avenue, as well as sections of 1st and 3rd streets and Routes 522/208. In the
past developers were not expected to provide sidewalks when building
subdivisions, but that has changed. Requirements implemented in 2009 by
VDOT require new secondary roads to have sidewalks on one or both sides,
depending on the density of surrounding development or the number of
lanes. See Chapter 6, Secondary Street Acceptance Requirements, for more
information.
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Bike infrastructure in Louisa is minimal. The only stretch of bike lane or trail
in the County is a quarter-mile stretch of paved shoulders on Route 618
(Fredericks Hall Road) between Mineral and Bumpass. Cyclists who
commute to Charlottesville and need to travel further than the JAUNT bus
can bring their bike on the bus. Former railroad rights-of-way, such as a
path that links Mineral to the area of Contrary Creek near Lake Anna, could
be candidates for future shared-use bike and pedestrian routes. Easements
for power or gas lines may also be good places for future routes.

RideShare
While Louisa County may not be the right place for extensive public transit
service, its residents can take advantage of carpooling, another form of
shared travel. RideShare, a program of the Thomas Jefferson Planning
District Commission, plays a key role in encouraging carpooling in the
county. It helps residents identify and ride with other Louisa County
residents who are traveling along the same routes or to the same
destinations. By riding in someone else’s vehicle, people save on gas money
and wear and tear on their own car. For groups of seven or more people
who want to carpool together, RideShare has a vanpool program. Riders
lease vans from a designated agency and pay a fee to cover the cost of the
lease and gas. Maintenance, license and insurance costs are included in the
lease.
RideShare also offers a Guaranteed Ride Home program to provide free
rides in an emergency. The idea is to encourage residents to ride public
transit or carpool at least twice a week. If they do so, and must get home
when transit or a carpool is unavailable, the agency will pay for their taxi or
rental car. People can take advantage of the service up to five times per
year.

Louisa County has two formally
designated Park and Ride lots where
commuters can leave their cars. The
lots are located adjacent to the Best
Western Hotel at Zion Crossroads
and at Rte. 522 and I-64 at Gum
Spring. They are used for informal
carpooling as well as through the
RideShare program. Users of
RideShare’s carpool and vanpool
programs will often designate a Park
and Ride lot as their pick-up location.

Another RideShare initiative is SchoolPool, designed to help parents who
have limits on how much time they can spend shuttling their children to
and from school and after-school activities. The program acts as a liaison to
link parents to others who live within a convenient distance and whose
children attend the same school. As with carpool programs, SchoolPool is
intended to save families money. It can also help reduce congestion during
morning and afternoon pick-up times in school parking and entrance areas.
A school must apply to be part of the program; at this time no Louisa
County schools are participating.
Employers can also take advantage of RideShare. The program will help
companies encourage their employees to carpool or vanpool or ride JAUNT
buses. RideShare also provides education to employers on how to take
advantage of tax breaks for encouraging transit or carpooling.

The JAUNT Commuter Service bus
stops at the Zion Crossroads lot at
6:25 a.m. on weekday mornings,
providing an additional incentive to
use the lot.

As of March 2010, there were 27 Louisa residents in RideShare’s carpool
database. Another 12 residents were in the Guaranteed Ride Home
database.
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Other Transportation
Transportation in Louisa County is not limited to cars and small trucks, or
even to buses and bicycles. It includes trains, planes, tractor-trailers and
boats, too. Nor should school buses be excluded from consideration. All
these forms of travel make up the County’s transportation network.

Freight
Interstate 64, along with Routes 15, 522, 208, 33, 22 and 605 carry the most
freight traffic on roads in Louisa County. Route 15 from Gordonsville to the
Fluvanna County line carries the largest load of trucks of any road in the
County. Thirteen percent of all vehicle trips on this road are made in trucks.
In the stretch of road between Gordonsville and Boswell’s Tavern (where
Rte. 15 intersects Rte. 22), 11% of the trucks are tractor-trailers. That
number is 10% for trucks south of Boswell’s Tavern. Much of the truck
traffic is traveling through Louisa on the way to another county or state.
The Wal-Mart Distribution Center; the Wal-Mart store; and Lowe’s are
significant destinations and departure points within the County. Traffic on I64 in each direction is 12% trucks.
Vehicles on Routes 208 (Courthouse Road), 250 (Three Notch Road), and
522 are composed of 6% truck traffic. Trucks make up 5% of all vehicles on
Rtes. 33 and 22.
The short stretch of Bumpass Road on Rte. 715 from Rte. 601 to the
Hanover County line is made up of 7% truck traffic, as well as 3% buses.
The nearby Lake Anna Airport could be a factor in that area. Traffic on the
portion of Fredericks Hall Road from Pottiesville Road to Buckner Road is
made up of 6% trucks and 2% buses. Wood Fuels, a business located on this
section of road, is probably a major contributor.

Rail
Louisa has one railroad that runs across the county from west to east. The
Buckingham Branch Railroad Company, based in Dillwyn, Va., operates the
line for freight traffic. The section of the rail line that passes through Louisa
is known as the Richmond and Alleghany Division (R&A), because it links
Richmond with the Alleghany Mountains.

A train line has operated on the
Richmond and Alleghany Division
through the County of Louisa since
1840. Passenger service ceased
decades ago, but there continues to
be significant demand for freight
service. Among the users are several
companies based in the County.

Spurs off the main branch of the
Buckingham Branch Railroad carry
trains and freight to companies
located some distance away. A spur
connects the North Anna Power
Station with the main branch and
provides a link to the Martin
Marrietta plant on Route 700. A
second spur provides train service to
Klockner Pentaplast, near
Gordonsville. Other industrial tracks
serve Wood Fuels in Buckner;
Orange-Madison Co-op in the Town
of Louisa; and a site near the old
Trevilians Station.

The R&A Division operates on a scheduled basis five days per week. A
Monday through Friday train operates to and from Doswell, north of
Richmond, to Gordonsville. In addition, CSX operates trains of empty cars
west from Richmond on an as-needed basis. The total number of trains is
eight per day on average.
The rail line carries a wide variety of products. For example, trains bring
plastic pellets used for film production to Klockner Pentaplast Corporation,
near Gordonsville in the northwestern corner of the county.
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One of the challenges of having a railroad in the community is the potential for accidents. Fortunately, there are very
few collisions in Louisa involving cars, pedestrians and trains. There were nine accidents from 2000 to 2008 at railroad
crossings, including one at Shellhorn Drive that caused a death. Five of the accidents were at public road crossings.
Crossings at Shellhorn Drive, Mica Road, and Ellisville Drive have seen two accidents each during the most recent nineyear period.

Lake Anna
As development has increased on Lake Anna, so has the number of boats on the water. Many people make a boat
shelter or dock their next project after they have completed a single family home with access to the shoreline. As the
number of boats on the Lake increases each year, the amount of boat traffic also goes up, and the risk of accidents. At
the very least, more boats on the Lake means more attention must be paid to safety and capacity issues.
In 2006 there were 49 applications submitted to the County of Louisa Community Development Department for lake
structures, which are usually boat shelters. Of the original number, all but seven were approved. In 2008 there were 46
approved lake structures. In late 2009, the number of applications averaged four per month, putting the Lake on pace to
see roughly another 40 approved shelters.
What’s more, perhaps one of every three lake structures for a single family home has two boat slips. In addition, some
common areas for commercial development include multiple boat slips. A single common area may generate dozens of
new boats. While these commercial projects are few in number, they can add a substantial number of boats to the Lake
in a typical summer.
While data are somewhat limited, a reasonable estimate can be made that in the average year 60 boats are added to the
Lake through the County’s approvals process.
Besides private boat shelters, there is public boat access at Christopher Run Campground, which operates a 50-slip
marina, and at Pleasants Landing off Eastham Road. Public boat access (often within privately-run facilities) is more
common in Spotsylvania County, which has at least seven such boat ramps, not including access from Lake Anna State
Park.

Shoreline Development on Lake Anna:
Lake structures, which are typically boat shelters with slips
for one to two boats, generate a significant level of new
traffic on Lake Anna every summer. As the number of
houses and commercial developments on land continues
to grow, there is a corresponding increase in the number
of boats.
The aerial photograph to the left is a typical example of a
cove on Lake Anna that is surrounded by a residential
subdivision.
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Aviation
Freeman Field is Louisa’s one publicly-owned airport. It is owned and maintained by the Industrial Development
Authority of Louisa. A second, privately-owned airfield is in Bumpass, near Lake Anna. Many people prefer to use
Freeman Field rather than airports in Charlottesville or Richmond because Louisa’s facility sees less traffic. During the 12
month period ending on May 30, 2008, Freeman Field had 20,987 aircraft operations, an average of 57 per day. Aircraft
operations count take-offs and landings separately. Ninety-six percent of all flights were general aviation, with the other
4 percent divided evenly between military and air taxi (charter) use. About 60 planes make Freeman Field their home
base; a 2005 forecast predicted that there would be 84 planes based there by 2025. This means plane owners regularly
use the airport or have a commitment for long-term parking or storage.
In addition to people who park their planes at the airport, many flight students use the facility for “touch-and-go” trips.
In these cases, the flights land and immediately take off again.
Lake Anna Airport was used for an average of 32 flights per month in 2007. Ninety-six percent was general aviation; the
rest, military use. Many users of this airport use it to gain quick access to homes on the lake. But the airport is also used
for medical evacuations; military; crop-dusters; and flight student trainees. Plans have been approved to double the
width of the runway to 50 feet in 2010.
Some additional air flights are made to and from private hangars on Lake Anna itself.
*The next page is a map of the Louisa County Industrial Park and Freeman Field.
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School Buses
The Louisa County School Department operates 91 buses daily to take students to and from their homes. Buses are on
the roads during the morning “rush hour” and again in early to mid-afternoon. About 85 percent of all students ride the
bus, while the remainder are driven to school by family or drive themselves. School bus drivers are required to pick up
and drop off students at their driveways; the only exceptions are for gated communities, where students must walk or
get a ride to the main entrance.
Because buses deliver students to and from their homes, bus drivers have to stop in the road frequently. Most roads in
the County have two lanes and no shoulder, so there is no way for other drivers to pass the buses. On some roads, this
creates significant traffic back-ups, notably during a brief period in the afternoon on Route 22 between the towns of
Louisa and Mineral. Another source of traffic delays is at Six-O-Five Village, a large residential community near Routes 33
and 605. The gated communities, including Spring Creek, Windwood Coves and Blue Ridge Shores, are among the few
places where there is enough space for drivers to pull completely off the roadway while picking up passengers.
Most of the more recently built subdivisions have wide enough roadways to enable buses to turn down them and turn
around. But while the number of these subdivisions in the County is growing, many other homes in Louisa have frontage
on busier roads with through traffic.
The new Moss-Nuckols School, located on busy Route 208 near Ferncliff, will create a new transportation challenge. The
speed limit on the stretch of road closest to the school, previously 55 miles per hour, will be reduced dramatically. The
three existing elementary schools also have low speed zones, and two (Trevilians and Jefferson schools) are on primary
roads.
Other new development in the County will also have an impact on bus travel times. Bus drivers picking up students in
the Zion Crossroads area have noted additional travel times of several minutes as a result of new traffic signals and a
higher number of vehicles.

Moss-Nuckols Elementary School:
Located on Rte 208, Courthouse Road, the new MossNuckols Elementary School is scheduled to open at the
beginning of the 2010/2011 school year. The new school
will introduce additional traffic from parents, buses and
employees entering and leaving the site. At its capacity,
the school is designed to house up to 800 students.
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