III.

LOUISA COUNTY TODAY

LOCATION
The location of Louisa County is advantageous to appeal to business, industry, and
individuals. The proximity to major cities, the mid-point location between I-95 and I-81,
the two north/south interstates in Virginia, and the four County interchanges along I-64,
as well as the U.S. routes crossing the County provide access to the areas the County
deems most suitable for growth.
These factors support the County's approach to
focusing growth in specific areas of the County, taking advantage of the location.
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Louisa County encompasses nearly 514 square miles or 328,960 acres of Central
Virginia. The County extends about 26 miles from north to south, and 34 miles east to
west. Louisa shares its western boundary with Albemarle County and its eastern
boundary with Hanover County. To the north of Louisa lie Orange and Spotsylvania
Counties, and to the south, Fluvanna and Goochland Counties. The incorporated towns of
Louisa and Mineral are centrally located within the County. The County is part of the
Thomas Jefferson Planning District, one of twenty-one planning districts established by
the Commonwealth of Virginia in 1970. Map #1 illustrates the location of the County in
the state and region.
DEMOGRAPHICS
The people, natural and built assets of Louisa County are substantial. Historically the
sense of community has strengthened the County and carried it through many changes.
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As Louisa grows, the sense of community will be important to continuing what Louisa
County residents treasure most about the County.
To the extent possible the most current demographics were located and used. However,
the Census 2000 was initiated during this year and some of the projections are subject to
change. As projections are generally based on the past trends, the increase in home
building is not fully integrated into the demographic picture of the County.
POPULATION GROWTH
The chart below illustrates the U.S. Census population counts from 1970 to 1990 and
state estimates from 1990 to 2050. For the twenty-year horizon of the Comprehensive
Plan (2000-2020), the estimated growth rate is 36% or 9,192 additional people. Taking
the horizon out to 2050, the Virginia Employment Commission estimates Louisa County
population will increase from the current estimate of 25,407 persons in 2000 to 48,387
Louisa County Population 1970-2050
Source: US Census, VEC
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persons. This 2050 estimate shows about 8,000 more people in Louisa County than the
City of Charlottesville. The resulting population density is shown on Map #2.
Implications of this growth could be increased demand for public services resulting in
increased costs of government, sprawl patterns of development illustrated by roadside lot
commercial and residential development, need to expand public facilities such as schools,
libraries, law enforcement, health care, etc. Some of this growth occurs as a result of the
expansion of county business and industry, while some comes from outside Louisa
County as parts of the county become "bedroom communities" for the Richmond,
Charlottesville, and Fredericksburg areas.
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Louisa County Comprehensive Plan

Map 2: Louisa County Population Densities and Forest Resource Distributions
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AGE AND GENDER DISTRIBUTION
By 2010, the percentage of people in the 45 to 64 year old range is the only age group
with a significant growth. The elderly population shows a small increase. The age
groups under 44 years of age decrease as a percentage of the total population. The
youngest, age 0 to 5 years remain relatively the same. This pattern is similar to other
localities in the region. The slight increase in the elderly percentage will most likely
continue to rise and, with it, demand for services for that age group. These services tend
to be transportation and health care.

ETHNIC DISTRIBUTION
The white population has grown more rapidly than the non-white, from 67%/33% in 1980
to 73%/27% in 1990. Both populations distribute by age in a similar manner, the major
group being young to middle age.
HOUSEHOLD COMPOSITION
Fifty percent (50%) of Louisa County households include children under the age of 18 at
the last census, the third highest percentage in the region. Fifteen percent of these
households are headed by a single parent. In 1993, 15% of the children born were born to
mothers under the age of twenty. Louisa had the highest percentage of low birth weight
babies in the region.
Louisa has the highest percentage of disabled persons over the age of 16 in the planning
district.
AGRICULTURE
According to the U.S. Census of Agriculture, the number of farms increased by one from
1992 to 1997, but the average farm size slightly decreased from 212 acres to 205 acres
during that same period. According to the Virginia Agricultural Statistics Service, in
1997 Louisa County agriculture included 79,019 acres in farms. This represents 24% of
the total land area in Louisa and a 14% loss since 1982. In 1997 Louisa County reported
385 individual farms. Farms in Louisa County are 3% smaller than in 1992, but 5 acres
above the state average.
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Louisa County has seen increases in beef cattle production, small farm dairies, horse
production, contract poultry, and nursery and greenhouse enterprises. With increases in

livestock and smaller farms there has also been a 10% increase in hay production. Sheep
and swine numbers have continued to decline. 73% of the farms hold cattle and calf
inventories; 71% of the farms sell cattle and livestock, accounting for over $7 million of
sales. For 72% the major crop is hay/alfalfa and silage. The number of farms with sales
values over $25,000 has increased; the number below $25,000 in sales has decreased.
Forty-three percent (43%) of the farms are farmed by full time farmers, 57% report
another primary occupation.
The top five crop commodities produced in 1997 are legume and grass hay, corn for
grain, soybeans, corn for silage, and wheat. Total corn and soybean acreage has
increased slightly since 1992 while the number of farms, which produce these crops, has
declined. The market value of agricultural products sold in Louisa County in 1997 was
just under 10 million dollars. Livestock and poultry production (principally beef cattle)
represents the majority of farm income. There are 5 grade "A" dairy farms in operation.
1998 county reports show 18,000 cattle and calves, including 9,000 beef cows, 1,000
dairy cows and 8,000 calves. Over 300 farms are involved in beef and dairy cattle
production. Contract poultry production (broilers and turkeys) has increased and
produces over 1,000,000 birds per year. Total farm incomes of $50,000 or more were
reported by 11% of the farms in 1997. Most (89%) of the farms are small and/or parttime operations with total sale values of less than $50,000.
Landowners are also establishing forestry and wildlife enterprises such as pine
plantations, Christmas tree farms, fee fishing, and hunting preserves. These activities
could be considered in heritage tourism marketing as well.
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ORESTRY

LAND COVER

The 1992 Forest Survey estimated the forested area of Louisa County at 228,500 acres,
which is almost 72 percent of the total land area. The total forested land area of Louisa
has remained essentially constant since the first forest survey was done in 1940, with
acreage additions to forestland equaling deletions for uses such as agriculture or home
sites.
OWNERSHIP
Forestland in Louisa is predominately owned by individuals. Non-industrial private
landowners own 60 percent, farmers own 21 percent, corporate owners (other than forest
industry) own 10 percent, and forest industry owns 9 percent. Public ownership is less
than 1 percent.
TYPES
Hardwoods, mostly the oak-hickory type, make up the greatest portion of Louisa's forests
(163,000 acres, or 69 percent). The oak-pine mixed type comprises 7 percent of the
forestland. Pine types total 49,000 acres, or 21 percent. Of the pine acreage, 28,400 acres
(12 percent of the forest) are in plantations and 20, 700 acres are in natural stands (Forest
Statistics for the Northern Piedmont of Virginia. 1992-USDA, Forest Service, Resource
Bulletin SE-l27).
HARVESTS/REFORESTATION
For the past 5 years, most forestland that was completely harvested was reforested or
allowed to regenerate naturally into mixed stands of hardwood and pine. From July 1998
to the end of June 1999 approximately 3556 acres were thinned or cleared. In 1999, 2130
acres were reforested, mostly in loblolly pine, with some tracts planted in shortleaf pine
or mixed hardwoods (Virginia Department of Forestry).
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ECONOMIC IMPACTS
Stumpage, the money paid to forest landowners for the right to harvest their standing
timber, averaged 3.2 million dollars per year for the years 1992 through 1996. (Virginia
Department of Forestry, 1997) Value added activities such as logging, primary
processing at mills, secondary processing into finished products, transportation of forest
products, construction, marketing, and induced economic impacts from wages, add value
to the local economy in both employment and income. A 1995 Virginia Department of
Forestry study estimated that for every dollar of stumpage received by forest landowners,
$28.16 is generated by value added activities, and another $20.48 is generated by induced
economic impacts. Using these multipliers for Louisa's stumpage estimates suggest that
from 1992 through 1996 Louisa's forest products contribution to the local and regional
economy averaged over 150.2 million dollars each year. Total employment from forest
industries in Louisa in 1998 is 457. This number is believed to be higher in 1999 due to
recent mill expansions and increased harvest activities in the county.
SUSTAINABLE RURAL FORESTLAND
Although 72 percent of Louisa's land is forest, not all of the forest is available for forest
management and harvests. Smaller lots that are associated with residential growth lead to
forested parcels, which are considered non-sustainable for forestry practices. Sustainable
rural forestland is defined as forestland that has a population density of 45 or less people
per square mile (psm), is more than 5 acres in size, and has less than 40 percent slope.
This "rural" forestland is likely to remain available for long-term timber production. Nonsustainable or "non-rural" forestland is likely to become unavailable for timber
production through residential fragmentation or other development, at least by the time
the existing forest reaches economic maturity. The relationship of population and
sustainable forestry is shown on Map #2.
In 1997, Louisa's forestland was determined to be 69 percent rural and 31 percent
non-rural. At some level of population density, sustainable forestry practices will
essentially disappear. There is no absolute threshold of population density at which this
occurs. However, it has been found that the probability of sustained forest management
approaches zero at 150 people per square mile (psm), that there is a 25 percent chance of
management at 70 psm, a 50 percent chance at 45 psm, and a 75 percent chance at 20
psm. Land use patterns, topography, economics, social attitudes all contribute to
variations of impact of population on forest usage (Virginia Forest Land Assessment,
Phase one, project report, Virginia Department of Forestry, 1997)
LAND TRENDS
In 1998, 19 tracts of land over 100 acres were transferred in Louisa County. These
transactions affected over 4,600 acres and cost over $9 million, averaging $1,925 per acre
regardless of the improvements or whether there was harvestable timber. Of these
parcels, 28% were earmarked for development and 37% were categorized as investment
properties. Only 20% of the acreage will be used for agriculture or forestry.

III-7

BENEFITS OF AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY
Agriculture and forestry are major contributors to Louisa County's economy through the
sale of products, employment, and the generation of support activities. Agri-business
firms in Louisa added over seven million dollars to the local economy in 1998. Over
280,000 acres of land (88% of the county) are devoted to agriculture and forestry.
Agriculture and forestry also provide related benefits such as protection of public water
supply watersheds; preservation of the natural landscape and open space, and less costly
service delivery needs than would be required by scattered residential subdivision
development in rural areas. The farm and forestland have traditionally contributed to the
quality of life in Louisa County. They provide the rural character and scenic quality,
which distinguish these areas from urban and suburban regions.
Forests help recharge ground water and clean it for drinking, absorb carbon dioxide from
combustion, and provide oxygen. One acre of flat forestland collects enough water in
ground water recharge to provide a one-year supply to 2.75 homes every year (Virginia
Department of Forestry 1999). One mature tree absorbs approximately 13 pounds of
carbon dioxide a year. For every ton of wood a forest grows, it removes 1.47 tons of
carbon dioxide and replaces it with 1.07 tons of oxygen (US Forests; Facts and Figures
1995
CHALLENGES FACING THE AG/FORESTAL INDUSTRY
Key challenges facing Louisa County agricultural producers are:







production economics;
residential growth;
market access;
environmental concerns;
diminishing support systems for agricultural supplies;
farm labor.

The challenges facing the stewards of Louisa's forestland are twofold:
 to protect the suitable forest land base from further fragmentation;
 to maintain and enhance forest productivity on those lands suitable for
sustained forest management.
Development pressures from urban/suburban expansion are cited as major challenges to
agriculture and forestry. Residential development in the rural portion of Louisa County
has effects, both direct and indirect, on agricultural and forestal activities. Direct effects
include: attempts by residents to regulate or prohibit routine farm activities (e.g.
spreading of fertilizer and manure, grazing animals near residences, commercial
timbering, reforestation operations, controlled burns, the use of pesticides, the operation
of machinery on the public highways) and higher land prices. There are currently 7,615
undeveloped lots containing fewer than five acres in the County.
The diminishing number of suppliers, a shortage of farm/forestry workers, and the aging
of the farmers and forest landowners themselves are challenges to farming and forestry in
the future.
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HISTORIC RESOURCES
Louisa County has a rich architectural heritage. Outstanding structures exist throughout
the entire county. Future preservation efforts of any kind should continue to acknowledge
the geographic diversity of resources in the county and also include areas of the County
that have been researched in the past, as well as areas now just beginning to be
recognized through this project.
It is a vision of Louisa County to preserve, protect, and promote its rich and irreplaceable
historic resources. Louisa County citizens in public forums have consistently stressed the
importance of maintaining the rural character of the County. An important aspect of that
character is the historical heritage upon which Louisa County was founded. By
encouraging the maintenance and restoration of historic properties, the county tax base is
increased, quality businesses are drawn to a vibrant, vital community, and community
pride is enhanced.
SURVEY
A document entitled Historic Resource Identification and Survey of Louisa County,
Virginia was prepared in 1993 by the planning district staff for the County. The
document is an integrated document containing architectural survey and preservation
planning elements. The objectives of the project were to:
 Identify the historic resources of the county by survey level (potentially
significant, locally significant, reconnaissance survey, intensive survey,
National Register of Historic Places);
 Prepare maps of these resources;
 Assess a portion of the sites and areas representing the architectural history of
the entire county;
 Research the significant historical themes of the county;
 Prepare preservation planning strategies for Louisa County to implement the
findings of the study.
The criteria used to assess significance were:
 structures 50 years old or older;
 structures representative of typical architecture found in the county;
 structures with unique architecture;
 structures representative of the historical context themes chosen for the
 project;
 structures threatened due to neglect or potential demolition; or
 structures associated with a well-known person or family.
A total of 829 historic structures were identified during the project. Approximately 300
locally significant historic resources were identified by residents who attended the
mapping session. From this pool of sites 200 were surveyed to a reconnaissance level in
this project. A reconnaissance survey is an exterior only survey that can be completed in
approximately thirty minutes. A standardized reconnaissance survey form developed by
the Virginia Department of Historic Resources is completed by the surveyor, and then
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later entered into the National Park Service software database, called Integrated
Preservation Software (IPS).
The Louisa County Historic Resources Committee selected ten to be surveyed to an
intensive level. The intensive survey is an exterior and interior survey that is used for
properties thought to have potential to be on the National Register of Historic Places.
The Civil War battle of Trevilians was fought in and around this community and the train
station. Areas of significant cavalry engagements and structures that contributed to the
event have been identified for conservation and future interpretation. This Civil War site
encompasses a number of properties that were the site of the Battle of Trevilians (cavalry
battle of June 11 and 12, 1864). The battlefield generally includes the woods along
Route 613 to the orchards and farms along Route 33, Trevilians Station including the
railway station and selected buildings and the open field south of Route 22 at Route 33,
where General Custer successively won and lost a group of supply wagons.
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
 Green Springs National Historic Landmark District,
National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form
(1973). This document describes the Green Springs Historic
Landmark District, including its boundaries, architectural
and archaeological contents, and general history of Green
Springs as follows:
Located on 14,000 acres, Green Springs National Historic Landmark District is
located on the western piedmont of central Virginia. It is a natural basin caused by
erosion of a volcanic intrusion resulting in particularly fertile soil, which has
sustained grassland farming for over 270 years. On this land, people have built
homes and dependencies, which represent a continuum of rural Virginia
vernacular architecture, respectful of location and scene, and preserved virtually
unaltered in its original context.





Virginia's Economy and Historic Preservation (1996). This document,
produced by the Preservation Alliance of Virginia, shows that preservation
brings new jobs, new businesses, good wages, significant tourist traffic and
economic benefits to a locality.
Virginia's Rural Historic Districts: Making the Case (1998). This
document provides brief histories and descriptions of the rural historic
districts in Virginia.
Additionally, there are numerous examples of brochures and marketing
strategies from around the state and the nation that can serve as guides for
Louisa County as it preserves, protects, and promotes its historic heritage.

SCENIC RESOURCES
The beauty and character of Louisa County derives from its open landscapes, scenic
vistas and productive farmland. These features must be preserved, since once they are
gone, they are gone forever. The encroachment of development pressures from the
surrounding metropolitan centers of Charlottesville, Richmond and Fredericksburg have
the potential of changing the rural nature of the County and simply generating another
suburb. The scenic resources of the County are most evident from County roads,
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particularly the secondary and back roads. To that end, the County should identify scenic
roadscapes that deserve protection. A primary resource of this type is found along Route
640, primarily known as the "Old Mountain Road" (but including sections of the road
known by other names) which is the remnant of a trail predating white settlement,
generally following the south bank of the South Anna River and running diagonally from
southeast to northwest across the County. This road is presently undeveloped along most
of its course through the County and contributes greatly to the rural values so prized by
Louisa County residents and visitors.
THE ECONOMY
Until the past decade, Louisa has been rural, dominated by farm and forest economies.
The past decade has seen population growth not matched with associated industrial and
commercial development. That residential growth and the potential for lowering the
assessment values at Dominion North Anna Power Plant as a result of deregulation of the
electric utility industry are likely to create heavy pressure for real estate tax increases in
the future.
EMPLOYMENT
Employment is considered from two perspectives: first, jobs that exist in Louisa County,
and second, the job sectors in which Louisa County residents are employed.
JOBS IN LOUISA COUNTY
According to the U.S. Census Bureau estimates, there were 467 businesses providing
employment in Louisa County during 1997. Of these, only 27 employed 20 or more
persons. Map #3 depicts the locations of major industries in Louisa County.
Jobs in Louisa County - 1st Quarter 1999
Source: VEC
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Since 1996 employment has been increasing, but as of the first quarter of 1999, the
number of jobs in Louisa County is still 200 lower than the 1990 high of 5,600.
Louisa
residents are thus more likely to commute outside of the County than to find work in the
County. Only 44% of Louisa workers work in the County. Approximately two thirds
of the jobs in Louisa are held by Louisa County residents.
EMPLOYMENT SECTORS
The predominant employment sectors in Louisa County are manufacturing, local

government, and transportation/utilities. Dominion North Anna Power Plant, is the largest
employer (~900), followed by plastics manufacturing.
Significant decreases are shown from 1983-1997 in the construction, manufacturing,
retail, and mining sectors. Increases in local government, agriculture/forestry, services,
and wholesale trade offset the picture somewhat, though the total decrease in jobs affects
the overall picture of employment in Louisa County.
WAGES
Wages paid for jobs in Louisa are higher than in any of the adjacent counties. In fact,
Louisa County ranks 14th in the state for wages paid in the County. However, wages
increased at a faster rate in the surrounding localities over the last year, indicating quality
job growth is occurring more rapidly in those localities. Wages are tracked by the VEC.
INCOME
The State of Virginia considers Louisa to be the third most "wealthy" jurisdiction in the
State, based on existing land value potential. However, the U.S. Census Bureau
1995estimated median household income ($32,200) for the County is among the lowest in
Virginia, below the state median of $36,229.
Wages paid in Louisa rank high in the State, personal income ranks low. It is possible to
conclude that the better paying jobs in the County are held by in-commuters, not Louisa
residents. Commuting patterns support this possibility.
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From 1986 to 1996, personal income for Louisa County residents increased by 50%.
Farm income increased by 24% during that same period. Forty-nine (49%) of the income
earned by Louisa residents was earned in Louisa; 51% of Louisa income was earned
outside of the County. A large percentage of the earnings were not identified as the data
were suppressed because of the small number of employers in a given industry. Sources
with large unreported earnings include transportation/utilities and services. These data
support the importance of manufacturing, forestry, and agriculture to the economy of
Louisa County.
Given the high cost of health care, housing and other daily staples, these median earnings
cannot often support other needs that add to an increased standard of living. A good
education, places to recreate, and decent employment are such needs that have direct
impacts on the quality of life and overall prosperity. Louisa County provides additional
services to the community in an effort to address these needs.
UNEMPLOYMENT
Unemployment in Louisa County has been a major concern of the community for a
number of years. Unemployment rates measure those persons who are seeking
employment or receive unemployment through the Virginia Employment Commission.
The number does not capture those who have run out of benefits or who never apply.
The County's unemployment rate is consistently higher than the state, usually by a factor
of two. Currently, it is five times the Albemarle County unemployment rate. The answer
may lie in skills training and additional commercial/industrial growth to supply a trained
workforce and the needed employment to the citizens of this community. It may also lie
in reducing the high drop out rate in high school (Louisa ranks 125 of 135 localities where
the highest rate is 135th locality). Attracting businesses and industries, which provide
employment to Louisa citizens, is also an appropriate response. To support the goal of
jobs for Louisa County residents, with upwardly mobile, career ladder jobs, the workforce
must have the skills to attract quality jobs.
POVERTY
The percentage of the
population in poverty
remained the
same
during 1990-1995, but
Louisa moved from the
third highest of its
neighbor counties in
1990 to the second
highest in 1995.
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The answer to the incidence of poverty is an increase in the skills training and existence
of better paying jobs within the County for its residents. This issue is also addressed
through the education system and workforce training.

Louisa Businesses And Industries
CONTRIBUTION TO THE ECONOMY - THE IMPLAN MODEL

The Virginia Department of Forestry uses an economic impact analysis model, IMPLAN,
for the purpose of understanding local economies. The Department ran the model for
Louisa County. It is important to note that the analysis treats the county as if it were an
island, so external impacts are not considered. From the IMPLAN analysis, it is clear
the economy is reliant on the presence of Dominion North Anna Power Plant. Second in
impact is a category labeled "FIRE" which includes Finance, Insurance, and Real Estate.
For Louisa, Real Estate is the largest contributor in this category. The impact of the
industrial enterprises and service industries follow close behind. Agriculture and forestry

Economic Impact on Louisa
(Dept. Forestry - IMPLAN, 1996)
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contribute about 4% of the total economy when taken together.
According to the IMPLAN analysis, the average 1996 household income in Louisa is
$53,535, while the median household income is estimated by the federal government to
be $32,200. IMPLAN includes transfer payments in calculating the total median
incomes. Transfer payments include Social Security, unemployment, retirement,
welfare, veteran's benefits, and stock income.
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AGRICULTURE AND FORESTRY IN THE ECONOMY
Agriculture and forestry, as industries, are important to both the economy of Louisa and
the preservation of Louisa’s rural character. While at first glance forestry may seem to
be a small part of the economy, when lumber and wood products, and sawmills are
combined with the primary forestry employment the percentage attributable to the
industry is 5%. Sales from this industry are a significant part of the economy.

Challenges
DEREGULATION OF ELECTRIC INDUSTRY AND REVENUES
Louisa County faces the potential of losing a major source of revenue as the electric
utilities move into deregulation. The final effects are unknown and bear close watching
by the County government. The current thinking is that any change will be revenue
neutral for the localities hosting major electric facilities, but the history of state/local
funding does not suggest that the change will remain revenue neutral for the long term.
The County's current operating budget is 45 million dollars. Of this sum, 53% is derived
from property taxes. Fifty-four percent (54%) of all property taxes were derived from
Public Service Corporations. Eighty-two (82%) of the revenue from Public Service
Corporations comes from one source, Dominion North Anna Power Plant. This
represents almost one quarter of the revenue. With deregulation of electric utilities, it is
projected that the County may sustain a decrease of approximately $4.1 million dollars in
tax revenue from Dominion North Anna Power Plant on or before 2002. There should be
no adjustment or increase in funding from the State as a result of this shortfall for at least
2 years. Beginning in the third year, the State may only make up for approximately 35%
of the decrease in tax revenue from Dominion North Anna Power Plant.
Should this economic shortfall occur, the County may need to consider:
 Reducing services provided to County residents;
 Increasing taxes (real estate and/or personal property taxes on all citizens);
 Increasing the tax base from Commercial/Industrial Growth; or
 Any one or a combination of the above.
INFRASTRUCTURE
One of the primary weaknesses of Louisa County as a commercial/industrial location is
the limited amount of public water and sewer available. Water and sewer, as well as
transportation access, are the keys to commercial and industrial growth. The total
availability of water presents a finite limit to development in the County. A full
description of the water and sewer systems is found in the Water and Sewer Master Plan,
Chapter V.
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WORKFORCE SKILLS
The 21st Century is bringing in a demand for higher skill levels than most localities are
fully prepared to meet. Louisa is no exception. While the overall education levels of
the County residents has increased, with a higher percentage of high school and college
graduates, the drop out rate and test scores remain as issues to address, not only in terms
of education itself, but also in terms of the contribution education makes to growing a
sound, diverse economy. This issue is more fully addressed in the Education Section of
this chapter.

Fiscal Resources of Louisa County
REAL ESTATE TAXES
The primary revenue source for Virginia localities is the real estate or property tax. The
Louisa County real estate rate ($0.67) the lowest for all adjacent counties. Fluvanna
County is $0.71 per hundred dollars value. Neighboring Albemarle has a $0.76 tax rate;
Orange County is $0.85; Goochland is $0.69; Hanover is $0.82. The highest adjacent
tax rate is Spotsylvania at $1.07. One contributing factor to the lower tax rate in Louisa
is the presence of Dominion’s North Anna Power Plant. Dominion North Anna Power
Plant paid over $11 million into the Louisa tax base in 2000.

SALES TAX

Gross Sales
Taxable sales in Louisa
County have been on the
increase, with an overall
increase of 17% in
taxable sales over the
five-year period.
These increases are seen
primarily in the categories
of
Lumber
(+99%).
Automotive
(+56%),
Hotels
and
Tourism
(+36%), Food (+20%),
and Furniture (+17%). Miscellaneous sales account for 41% of the sales tax revenues.
This category includes sources, which are suppressed because of the limited number.
26% of the sales tax came from food; 11% from automobiles. Other components ranges
from 0.1% to 4%.
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Taxable Sales: Percent Change 1993-1998
Source: Virginia Department of Taxation
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PER CAPITA
When compared to the per capita sales tax in more urbanized counties, it is clear many of
the taxable sales dollars generated by Louisa County residents are realized outside of the
County. Local sales tax proceeds are also among the lowest in the region, along with the
other small rural counties. Spotsylvania, Hanover, and Albemarle capture five to six
times the sales tax. Looking at the 1996-1997 time span, Louisa is the only county in the
area to experience a decline in taxable sales.
The per capita sales tax has changed consistent with the overall sales tax increase.

GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURES
The Virginia Department of Taxation examines local government expenditures in the
Commonwealth and compares the revenues and expenditures among the localities by
ranking them against a state average of 100. Those that fall below the 100 are spending
less than the state average; those above are spending more than the state average.
The expenditures for Louisa County in Fiscal Year 1998, the most recent comparison
available indicates that Louisa outspent the state average in Judicial Administration. All
other categories fell below the state average. The full range is shown in the chart on the
following page.

Government Expenditures - Fiscal Year 1998
Expense
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Source: Virginia Department of Taxation
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The report also provides information on local dollars expended through the budget
process, to give some indication of the percentage of the budget expended on each
category. This is depicted in the adjacent chart.

Fiscal Stress Index

Louisa County Expenditures
FY 98

Source: Virginia Department of Taxation
The Commonwealth of
Virginia has developed a
Comm Dev
formula, which is used in
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various state programs,
13%
including
education.
Called the "Fiscal Stress
Pub Works
3%
Index", the formula takes
into account real estate
H&W
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values and taxes, other
sources of revenue, and
Educ
similar
components.
64%
Louisa County has a very
low stress index, in no
small part due to the
presence of the Dominion
North Anna Power plant.
This translates into a smaller percentage of certain state
funds being transferred to Louisa County. This index has been the subject of
considerable discussion with the state, but no changes have been made in the formula.

Education
INTRODUCTION
There is no single issue more important than citizens' education for the quality of life in
our community. Education is of paramount importance to the Comprehensive Plan as
 the education level of each county citizen has a direct influence and impact on
all other areas of life in Louisa County;
 there is a direct relationship between the types of industry business and the
types of support education required;
 the present and future requirements for school facilities are related to land
use.
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FACILITIES
At the present time, the Louisa County Public School System includes three schools for
grades K-5 (Jouett Elementary, Thomas Jefferson Elementary, and Trevilians
Elementary), the Louisa County Middle School for grades 6-8, and the Louisa County
High School for grades 9-12. Piedmont Christian School, a private school, also is located
in Louisa County and contains grades K-12. There are a number of private daycare
facilities distributed throughout the County. Varying schedules at current facilities, as
well as considering targeted growth areas for any additional facilities, are methods to
address these issues.
Louisa County School facilities are used extensively for community events/activities,
student activities, and park and recreational activities. The "Lion Pit," a working
restaurant staffed by occupational food classes, is also used for special food service.
ENROLLMENT
The most recent data from the Louisa County school system show that Louisa County
schools experienced a 9% increase in enrollment between 1989 and 1995.
The table below shows the total current and projected enrollment for Louisa County
schools until school year 2004.
Table 4-4
Year
1999-2000
2000-2001
2001-2002 *
2002-2003 *
2003-2004 *
Tot. Increase

Louisa County School Enrollment, 1999 to 2004
Jouett
Elementary
674
631
674 *
677 *
686 *
+ 12

T. Jefferson
Elementary
700
744
674 *
677 *
686 *
-14

Trevilians
Elementary
606
590
578 *
579 *
590 *
-16

Louisa County
Middle School
1,044
1.035
1,043
1,069
1,084
+ 40

Louisa County
HS
1,215
1,232
1,213
1,230
1,231
+ 16

Totals
4,239
4,232
4,200
4,232
4,277
+ 38

Source: Louisa County Department of Education, 1999. * Projections are likely to exceed those noted above

which are based on a lower estimate (20 fewer) of students. New projections are developed later in the
year.

FUNDING
Financial support for Louisa County's educational programs and projects stems from
various government and community organizations. State and federal funds are used to
finance the school libraries, the Gifted Program, the Vocational Department, and portions
of the Special Education Program. Federal monies also allow Louisa County Schools to
provide free and reduced price lunches. There are funds available through the Workforce
Investment Act to support adult literacy education.
The local governing bodies have increasingly supported funding of public education.
Rapid growth of the public school system could have a significant fiscal impact and
requires proper planning to have the necessary funds available to continually meet these
needs.
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HIGHER EDUCATION
Although there are no institutions of higher learning in Louisa County, college courses
are offered locally through J. Sergeant Reynolds and Piedmont Virginia Community
Colleges, the University of Virginia, and Virginia Commonwealth University. Adult
evening classes are available through Louisa County High School's Vocational
Department in vocational, adult and continuing education.
A major asset to lifelong learning and retraining for new technology is the Piedmont
Virginia Community College. PVCC links with existing or new industries to train for the
work place. These partnerships have been beneficial to the business community, the
individuals, and the community at large.
EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT
The educational achievement level of Louisa County residents has increased since 1970.
The number of adults who have not completed high school has decreased as the number
of those with some college or with college or graduate degrees has increased.

The number of high school graduates going on to higher education also increased from
1980 to 1990. This reflects the interest in the major investment the County has been
making in the education of its citizens.
In terms of degrees earned, Louisa County lags behind its neighboring counties with a
low percentage of persons over twenty-five years of age with college degrees, and the
second lowest with high school diplomas.
Louisa has an historic commitment to education which will be important in the years to
come as the changing workplace forces changes in how and what students are taught.
Instructional quality is dependent on community support, a strong Board of Education,
exemplary administration, strong leadership, dedicated support of teachers, and a salary
system, which is commensurate with the primary status our teachers should have in our
society.
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THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
The beauty and character of Louisa County are derived from its open landscapes, scenic
vistas, and productive farmland. These features must be preserved, since once they are
gone, they are gone forever. The development pressures from the surrounding
metropolitan centers of Charlottesville, Richmond, and Fredericksburg have the potential
of changing the rural nature of the County.
TOPOGRAPHY
Louisa County is located entirely on the Piedmont Plateau in central Virginia. The
County's rolling terrain gradually slopes downward to the east and is well dissected by
streams. The interstream divides are fairly wide and sloping or rolling. In areas along the
lower tributaries of large streams, the divides are steep. Entrenchment along the lower
tributaries of the major streams has been rapid. As a result, there are many bluffs and Vshaped valleys that have steep sides that rise abruptly from the flood plain. The mean sea
level elevation varies from a high of 540 feet to a low of 180 feet (United States Dept. of
Agriculture Soil Conservation Service (USDA SCS), 1976).
CLIMATE
Because of its location in the Central Piedmont region of Virginia, Louisa County
typically experiences warm summers, relatively mild winters and normally adequate
rainfall. Elevation differences within the County are not large enough to cause
significant differences in the climate. The Atlantic Ocean has only a small moderating
effect on the climate since the County is located well inland. The County lies in the path
of warm moist air currents moving northward and cold dry air currents moving
southward. These alternating currents frequently bring sharp, abrupt changes in daily
weather. The Appalachian Mountain range to the west tends to lessen the intensity of
winter storms that pass through the area.
Average annual temperature varies slightly from year to year but averages about 56
degrees Fahrenheit. Temperatures of more than 95 degrees and less than 15 degrees
Fahrenheit are infrequent. Prolonged periods of very hot or very cold weather are
unusual.
The growing season, defined as the period between the average dates of the last freezing
temperature in the spring and the first freezing temperature in the fall, is 167 days. This
growing season is long enough to allow proper maturation of many crops. The pasture
season is slightly longer, but feed and shelter for livestock are necessary during the
winter.
Precipitation ranges from an average low of 3.0 inches in October to an average high of
4.6 inches in July. Rainfall is greatest in July and August because of shower and
thundershower activity; however, it is variable in time and location and usually is
insufficient due to the high rates of evaporation also prevalent at this time. Dry spells of
various lengths do occur in which moisture demands exceed the available supply.
Flooding also may occur during times of excessive rainfall (USDA SCS, 1976).
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GEOLOGY AND SOILS
Louisa County is underlain by igneous and metamorphic bedrock that ranges in age from
300 million years to more than one billion years. Bedrock in the western portion of the
county is predominantly mica schist and phyllite that represent metamorphosed
sandstone, siltstone and mudstone originally deposited in an Early Paleozoic (500 million
years ago) ocean basin. The Green Springs area is underlain by a mafic-composition
igneous rock, the Green Springs Pluton, and associated granitic rocks. The Ellisville
Granodiorite is a granitic igneous rock body that underlies the north-central portion of the
county, extending southwestward through the town of Louisa to beyond Ferncliff. The
east-central portion of the county is underlain by metamorphosed mafic and felsic
composition volcanic rocks of the Cambrian-age (560 million years ago) Chopawamsic
Formation, and the Ordovician-age (450 million years ago) Quantico Slate. The
Chopawamsic contains a series of gold and sulfide mineral deposits that extend from
north of the town of Mineral, southwestward to the Shannon Hill area and beyond. The
southeastern portion of the county is underlain by billion-year-old garnet-biotite gneisses
of the Maidens Formation, which appear to represent ancient sedimentary deposits that
have been deeply buried and metamorphosed at high temperatures and pressures. The
Maidens is intruded by a series of granitic plutonic rocks. Throughout Louisa County,
many of the boundaries between the individual rock formations are faults, some of which
are regionally extensive and have histories of multiple movements. Map #4 is a map of
the geology of Louisa County.
The characteristics of a soil type may be traced from its parent material, the underlying
rock or material moved by water or gravity that has settled as unconsolidated deposits
over existing bedrock. Soil type characteristics include texture, mineral content, base
saturation, kind and quantity of clay, color, drainage, and agricultural suitability. Louisa
County is primarily a rural agricultural area. Many of the soils are suited to a wide
variety of crops, and the climate is favorable for both general farming and livestock
production.
The quality of soils within a region has a direct relationship to the type and extent of land
development that has occurred or is occurring in that region. Content, permeability, and
stability of soil types in a region are the primary determining factors for potential land
development. There are eight (8) soil types, or classifications, within Louisa County.
These include: (1) Nason-Tatum-Manteo; (2) Nason-Tatum; (3) Zion-Poindexter-Iredell;
(4)Grover-Ashlar-Madison; (5) Appling-Ashlar-Cecil; (6) Appling-Cecil; (7) SekilIredell-Cullen; and (8) Masada-Chewacla. In-depth information about these soil
classification types may be obtained from the U.S. Natural Resource Conservation
Service (NRCS; formerly the Soil Conservation Service), Soil Survey of Louisa County,
Virginia. Based on information from that survey, of the soil types listed above, types (1)
and (2) are the least suitable for agriculture or development. Soil types (3), (7), and (8)
are fully suitable for agriculture, but usually not acceptable for most other types of
development (VDMME, 1999). Map #5 is a general soils map.
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MINES AND MINERALS
Mining operations can create conflicts with existing land uses and with other goals as
stated in this plan such as water quality protection and the preservation of the rural
character of the County. Precautions should continue to be exercised, as water contact
with surface deposits or waste materials caused by the mining process can result in the
formation of acids and metallic salts which may enter local drainage and surface water
systems.
Due to the variety of bedrock types within Louisa County, a host of economic rock and
mineral resources occur within the County, and the mining of these resources has been
and continues to be a component of the Louisa County economy. Clay for brick
manufacture has been produced near Mineral and Trevilians. Kyanite-bearing layers are
present in the schists and gneisses of the area.
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VERMICULITE MINING
Vermiculite is a naturally occurring mineral that is associated with a mafic igneous rock
body known as the Green Springs Pluton. This rock body underlies about 12 square
miles in the northwestern part of the County. Vermiculite is presently being extracted
from a shallow surface mine adjacent to the South Anna River north of Route 22. The
County recognizes that vermiculite extraction is a contributing part of the local economy.
The County considers it the responsibility of permitted mining operations to be good
corporate citizens in terms of safeguarding the environment and quality of life in Louisa.
CRUSHED STONE QUARRIES
There is presently one active crushed-stone quarry within Louisa County. Quarrying and
crushing of stone for use as aggregate continues to be vital to the construction of roads,
buildings and other infrastructure in the County. It is in the best economic interests of the
County to ensure that aggregate continues to be produced locally. The County recognizes
the importance of local quarry operations not only in terms of the jobs they provide, but
also in terms of how the costs of transporting aggregate into Louisa County from
elsewhere would negatively impact construction costs within the County.
WATER RESOURCES
Louisa County's growth over the next twenty years should require careful planning now
for the allocation of scarce and costly water resources. At the same time, wherever
growth creates new users of water, wastewater will need to be treated and discharged
safely back into the environment. Historically Louisa has been a county of individual
well and septic systems, with the exception of the public water and sewer provided for
the Towns of Louisa and Mineral and the adjoining areas, and a few private systems for
multiple users, such as Blue Ridge Shores and Shenandoah Crossing.
Water resources in Louisa County are somewhat limited. In order to maximize the
potential of long-term water resources, certain areas should be protected from the adverse
effects of human activity. Such resources include current and future impoundments,
groundwater supplies, rivers and streams. Current and future impoundments and
groundwater drinking supplies are addressed in Chapter V, "Water and Sewer Master
Plan". Rivers, streams, and lakes are considered in this Natural Resources section.
Protection of these resources will rely on control of point and nonpoint sources of
pollution, either from development or other ground-disturbing activities.
EXISTING CONDITIONS

An analysis of the current conditions and development potential of the water resources of
Louisa County was completed in January 1998 by Draper Aden Associates. The report
issued, The County of Louisa Water Quality Management Plan and Groundwater Study,
contains detailed information and analyses regarding the water resources of the County.
The Draper Aden study is an appendix to this document.
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WATERSHEDS AND HYDROLOGIC UNITS
Louisa County contains 514 square miles and lies solely within the Piedmont
Physiographic Province. The land is described as gently rolling with elevations varying
from 180 feet to 540 feet above sea level. The County is drained primarily by the North
Anna and South Anna Rivers and their tributaries; these, in turn, are part of the larger
York River watershed. There are some small areas along the southern border of the
County that are part of the James River basin.
The boundaries of the hydrologic units coincide with the specific watersheds of the
County. Within Louisa County, the North Anna watershed is made up of the upper North
Anna River basin, the Contrary Creek watershed, the Lake Anna/Pamunkey Creek
watershed, and the Lower North Anna watershed. The Upper and Lower Little River
watersheds, along with the Newfound River watershed also are part of the North Anna
River basin, but these rivers do not join the North Anna until many miles east of the
Louisa County border. The South Anna River watershed consists of the Upper South
Anna watershed, the South Anna/Roundabout Creek watershed, and the South
Anna/Taylors Creek watershed. The hydrologic basins that are part of the James River
watershed include the Mechunk Creek watershed, the Byrd Creek watershed, the Big
Lickinghole Creek watershed, and the James River/Beaverdam Creek watershed. Map #8
shows the hydrologic units of Louisa County.
PRIORITY WATERSHEDS
Twelve of the 145 third-order watersheds in Louisa County are classified as high priority.
A high priority watershed is at a high level of environmental sensitivity. Another 57
watersheds discharge to the high priority areas and, therefore, may also be considered
critical. Expressed in terms of area, about 53,416 acres of Louisa County (about 16% of
the county) are within high priority watersheds, and an additional 122,250 acres of the
County (about 37%) drain into the high priority watersheds.
The South Anna River was ranked a high priority because of an abundance of associated
wetlands. Similarly, wetlands are present in areas adjacent to the County sanitary
landfill. The area near Northeast Creek Reservoir is ranked high priority because it is a
source of potable water. It is important to note that at least some portions of the
Northeast Creek Reservoir watershed appear to drain mining areas (Draper Aden, 1998).
FLOODPLAINS AND WETLANDS/HYDRIC SOILS
The Department of Housing and Urban Development mapped some stream and river
floodplains in Louisa County prior to and during 1974. The maps that resulted show the
special flood hazard areas at a scale of 1:24,000 (1 inch = 2,000 feet). Louisa County
qualified for the Flood Insurance Program in March 1974, resulting in the availability of
insurance coverage at modern premium rates for existing structures within the mapped
flood hazard areas. In order to ensure continued eligibility for this insurance, Louisa
County should consider adopting a floodplain ordinance that would set out the conditions
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under which new construction and other activities might be allowed in flood hazard areas.
Both the South Anna and the Little River watersheds are in the flood control program of
the U.S. Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS). A number of impoundments,
including the Northeast Creek Reservoir and Bowlers Mill impoundment, have been built
under this program. See Map #10 for the location of floodplains, wetlands, and hydric
soils within the county.

SURFACE WATER
RIVERS AND STREAMS
There is a fairly large supply of surface water available from the North Anna and the
South Anna Rivers during times of normal precipitation. However, storage reservoirs are
needed to provide dependable supplies during periods of prolonged drought. Water
volume in the County has never been measured to any great extent. There is a gauging
station on Bunch Creek near Boswell's Tavern. The drainage area above the station is
only 4.1 square miles, but there is an average stream flow of 3 million gallons per day
(mgd). The gauging stations on the North Anna and the South Anna Rivers are in
neighboring Hanover County. The North Anna River has a station near Doswell that
shows an average stream flow of 2.39 mgd; the station on the South Anna River near
Ashland shows an average flow of 2.21 mgd.
The quality of surface water appears to be good throughout most of Louisa County
according to previous studies and reviewed data. All of the surface water is soft and, thus,
usable for municipal and industrial areas. While none of Louisa County's streams or rivers
are on the current State list of "impaired" waters (303(d) list), Contrary Creek, a tributary of
Lake Anna, was found to have violated the Virginia Department of Environmental
Quality (DEQ) water quality standards for pH levels during a recent study period (1993 to
1997). The DEQ requires that surface water have a pH range between 5 and 9, inclusive.
During the study of Contrary Creek, the pH did not once get as high as the standard.
Also, there may be problems with high metals concentrations, but only one measurement
of these concentrations of heavy metals was made during this last study period (Draper
Aden, 1998).
Contrary Creek is impacted by acid mine drainage from a number of abandoned pyrite
mines in its watershed. According to the Louisa County Soil Survey, there are 346 acres
of mine dumps in that watershed. A failed attempt at remediation in the early 1970s has
kept Contrary Creek off the 303(d) list, as states have not been held responsible for
cleaning waterways that were the subject of previous failed remediation attempts.
However, recent changes in regulations make it likely that Contrary Creek will be on the
2000 "impaired" list.
LAKES
The County's two largest man-made lakes, Lake Anna and Lake Louisa, are in the North
Anna watershed. Lake Anna on the County's northern boundary is one of Virginia's
largest lakes. Created by Dominion North Anna Power Plant to provide cooling water for
its North Anna nuclear power plant, the lake is 17 miles long and has 200 miles of
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shoreline along 13,000 acres of surface water. The lake straddles the border between
Louisa County, Orange County, and Spotsylvania County.
Lake Louisa on Hickory Creek is a privately owned 300-acre lake created for the Blue
Ridge Shores residential/recreational subdivision. In addition, Bowlers Mill Lake is an
80-acre lake on Bowlers Creek in the South Anna watershed. It will be used for flood
control, recreation, and possible future water supplies.
Study Conclusions
Lake Anna is a valuable economic, residential, recreational, and visual asset to the
Commonwealth of Virginia and to the three counties in which it is located. It is essential
that the value of this significant asset be protected and enhanced. Local and state
government action and resources, combined with citizen education and action, are needed
to preserve the desirable qualities of the Lake for both current and future generations.
Acting now will prevent more costly and more extensive efforts. The original plan for
managing the development around the Lake was prepared by Dominion North Anna
Power Plant in the late 1960s. The local governments did not adopt that plan. Without a
governing plan, the resulting development has occurred at higher densities and with less
open space than that recommended in Dominion North Anna Power Plant plan, even
though building has occurred on less than half of the currently platted lots. Even without
additional rezonings, the population in the Lake area would double if the currently
approved development is completed. This represents a critical situation since a significant
percentage of the land in the Watershed is unsuitable for septic fields.
These and other factors contribute to a real and growing concern for the quality of the
water in the Lake. For example, the water quality in several streams that feed into the
Lake is impaired. One of these streams is 1.2 miles up the Lake from the State Park
swimming beach. Insufficient monitoring data exist to assess several aspects of the
quality of the water in the Lake itself.
From an economic perspective, it is prudent for local and state funds to be invested in the
Watershed. Tourism income and real estate values contribute significantly to the
economies of the Watershed.
DRINKING WATER IMPOUNDMENTS
The Northeast Creek Reservoir just north of Route 33 between the Towns of Louisa and
Mineral was completed in 1981. This impoundment serves the water needs of Louisa and
Mineral, and will provide water for the future development in that area. This
impoundment has an area of 190 acres and a storage capacity of 1500 acre-feet. Its use as
a source of drinking water for the Towns of Louisa and Mineral is discussed in the Water
and Sewer Master Plan (Chapter V). Map #11 shows the location of surface water
features.

GROUNDWATER RESOURCES
About 89% of Louisa County's residents rely on groundwater for their drinking water.
Because growth in the County is scattered, it is not economically feasible to serve the
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entire population with public water. Thus, it is imperative that Louisa County identify
potential problem areas or areas in need of protection and institute protective measures to
ensure groundwater remains a viable resource for the County and its residents.
The water-bearing properties of the bedrock are fairly uniform throughout the County.
The rock types have low permeability and are considered relatively poor producers of
groundwater, although a few exceptional yields have occurred. The success of a well is
nearly always dependent upon water-filled fractures encountered within the first 200 feet
of drilling, and it is generally inadvisable to drill deeper than 300 feet.
The quality of groundwater appears to be good throughout most of the County. Water
from wells drilled in bedrock is soft to moderately hard, and low in dissolved mineral
matter. The exception to this is the central portion of the County where iron and acid
conditions have been reported. Water from wells bored in the zone of soil and partially
weathered rock (above bedrock) is reported to contain small amounts of iron and lime,
and may be moderately hard and turbid.
There are few natural springs in the County. Those that do exist generally are low in
yield and intermittent.
DRASTIC REPORT
DRASTIC is used to evaluate groundwater pollution potential: It is an acronym for seven
measured parameters Depth (to groundwater); Recharge (net); Aquifer media; Soil
media; Topographic position; Impact of vadose zone; and hydraulic Conductivity. Based
on an analysis of these parameters, a numerical value (index) was assigned to each of the
three hydrogeological settings that exist in Louisa County. A higher index value
represents a higher pollution potential. The Louisa County DRASTIC mapping project
resulted in the production of a map showing the areas of Louisa County that are most
vulnerable to groundwater pollution. The report proposed strategies to protect the
groundwater in the most vulnerable areas.
The Strategy proposed as a result of the DRASTIC analysis was the development of
Groundwater Protection Overlay Districts (GPODs). GPODs overlay the areas within the
county with the highest potential for groundwater pollution. In order to address these
potentials for groundwater pollution, the DRASTIC report recommends specific
strategies for the areas within the GPODs. Full-color maps of these GPODs and
strategies are available for review from the Thomas Jefferson Planning District
Commission or the Louisa County Planning Department.
A full description of the DRASTIC process and findings, including the recommendations
for groundwater protection in the GPODs, is available from the County upon request.
That report, including the process descriptions, summary, and recommendations, is
hereby incorporated into this document by reference.

IMPERVIOUS SURFACES
Runoff is that portion of the rainfall that does not infiltrate the soil (and become
groundwater) or become captured in local depressions. It is a key component in the local
and regional water budget. Stormwater runoff in urbanized or urbanizing areas is a
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significant source of non-point source pollution. Contaminants introduced into state
waters from diffuse activities and locations are collectively called "non-point" source
(NPS) pollution.
Land Cover and Impervious Surface Relationship
Land Cover

Percent Impervious Surface

Forest

0%

Ungrazed grass/shrubland

2%

5+ acre residences in woodlands

3%

2-5 acre residences in woodlands

5%

Mowed lawns, moderately grazed pasture, golf
courses

8%

1 acre residences

10%

Orchards

12.5%

Grazed pasture lands

15%

Croplands

18%

0.5 acre residences

25%

0.33 acre residences

30%

0.25 acre residences

35%

Townhouses

50%

Apartments

70%

Light commercial/industrial, schools, universities

70%

Heavy commercial/industrial

90%

Pavement, quarries

100%

Runoff also has implications for groundwater. The greater the percentage of rainfall that
flows away as runoff, the less groundwater recharge occurs in a given area. In naturally
vegetated areas, stormwater gets trapped by vegetation and slowly soaks into the ground.
In contrast, in areas intensively affected by human activities, stormwater travels
preferentially by overland flow, becomes channelized by drains and ditches, and is
rapidly discharged into streams and impoundments. Such channelized flows have high
velocities, which entrain (take along with the flow) sediment and pollutants, increase
erosion and siltation, and have a negative effect on aquatic ecology, particularly native
fish populations. For example, in a neighboring locality, coliform bacteria levels show a
strong positive correlation with times of high runoff.
As development occurs, stormwater management programs have handled the increased
rate and volume, velocity and flow rate of runoff by requiring developers to construct onsite ponds and drainage systems that control one or more of the runoff characteristics. In
urban and suburban areas, studies have shown that runoff increases in direct proportion to
the percentage of impervious surface within the drainage sub-basin. Furthermore, studies
in more rural areas have shown that agricultural land uses can have similar impact on
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runoff as do urban land uses. Regional studies encompassing multiple basins have shown
that where impervious surfaces reach ten percent or more of the land area, significant
degradation of the ecology of local streams becomes apparent. The table on the previous
page shows estimated impervious surface percentage for various land uses based on a
large number of EPA studies. The values given for agricultural lands are "equivalent"
values based on empirical runoff measurements as a function of soil type.
It is likely that all drainage basins within Louisa County contain less than ten percent
impervious surface or equivalent for agricultural land. However, as development
proceeds, the combined effect of urban and agricultural land uses may rapidly lead to
significant increases in local runoff and associated environmental problems.
TRANSPORTATION
LOCAL TRANSPORTATION NETWORK.
Louisa County has three exits off of Interstate Route 64 serving the County: at Route 15,
Route 208, and Route 522. Route 15 serves the Zion Crossroads area, Route 208 is the
primary route into the Town of Louisa (the County seat), and Route 522 serves the Gum
Springs community. Route 33 traverses the County from west to east and is a major
corridor for local commerce. There are approximately 120 miles of primary roads in the
County, and 495 miles of secondary roads, of which 102 miles are unpaved. JAUNT
service includes commuter service to Charlottesville, originating in the Town of Mineral,
with stops in Louisa, Trevilians, and the Park and Ride facility in Zion Crossroads.
Midday service is also provided by JAUNT to destinations within Louisa and into
Charlottesville. The Klockner-Pentaplast Company in the northwest corner of the County is
served by the CSX rail line, with a siding at the Company. The Industrial Park Airport
offers commercial, but no passenger, air service. The components of this network are
summarized below. Maps #12 and #13 illustrate the existing network.

ROADS AND DATA FROM 1994-2015 STATEWIDE INVENTORY.
The 1994-2015 Statewide Inventory identifies present and future needs of primary and
secondary roads, based on maintaining a Level of Service C. For Louisa County, those
roads are listed below.
 Route 15 from the Fluvanna County line to the Orange County line;
 Route 22 from the Albemarle County line to Route 522;
 New Route 33: Town of Louisa Bypass;
 Route 33 from Route 15 to the Hanover County line;
 Route I-64 from the Fluvanna County line to the Goochland east County line;
 Route 208 from Route 250 to the Spotsylvania County line;
 Route 231 from the Albemarle County line to the Orange County line.
 Route 250 from Route 15 to the Goochland east County line
 Route 522 from the Goochland County line to the Spotsylvania County line
 Sections of secondary routes 601, 605, 607, 609, 610, 613 (Route 613 from
Route 607 to Route 695 received a Low local priority), 618 (Route 618 from
Route 656 to Route 700 East received a High local priority) , 623, 635, 652,
659, 663, 669, 700, 701, 715
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RAIL LINES
Freight service of the CSX rail line traverses the northwest corner of the County. The
Klockner-Pentaplast Company in this northwest corner of the County is served by the
CSX rail line, with a siding at the Company. CSX lines also run along Route 33 to the
Town of Louisa and then follow Route 22/208 through the Town of Mineral and
eastward, with a spur line traveling north near Route 700. There are no sidings on this
portion of the rail line.
BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ROUTES
Numerous exceptionally attractive bicycle routes area offered by the secondary and back
roads found throughout the County. Louisa County also is host to approximately twentyfive miles of the TransAmerica cross-country bicycle route, formerly known as Bike
Centennial '76. Thousands of long distance cyclists use this route during the warm
months. In the future these roads will likely be increasingly valuable for tourism. Such
irreplaceable recreational and scenic resources should be preserved and enhanced to
allow for safe passage of both vehicular traffic and cyclists, while preserving their scenic
nature. Long-term consideration must be given to creating and preserving routes for the
recreational, transportation, and tourism requirements of those using the County's road on
bicycles.
No formal bicycle or pedestrian plan has been adopted by Louisa County, but the
Jefferson Area Bicycling and Walking Committee includes representation from Louisa
County and may develop a series of proposals for consideration by the County. Bicycle
routes proposed to date include primary Routes 15, 22, and 33, along with secondary
Routes 605, 700, and 652.
If and when a bicycle and pedestrian plan is adopted by the County, it may become a part
of the Louisa County Comprehensive Plan.
JAUNT
JAUNT service includes commuter service to Charlottesville, originating in the Town of
Mineral, with stops in Louisa, Trevilians, and the Park and Ride facility in Zion
Crossroads. Midday service is also provided by JAUNT to destinations within Louisa and
into Charlottesville. See Map #13: Regional Public Transportation Services for existing
services.
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RIDESHARE PROGRAM
A cluster of riders originate in the Town of Gordonsville near the northwest
corner of Louisa, with a few riders in other scattered locations of the County.
There are no identified destinations in the County.
PARK AND RIDE LOTS
A formal park and ride facility is located in Louisa County on Route 15 at Zion
Crossroads. A park and ride lot with an approximate 20 car capacity is located in
Gum Springs at Routes 522 and 250. An informal lot is located in the
southeastern portion of the County near Route 629. Potential lots have been
identified for the Town of Louisa and on Route 33 west of the Town of Louisa.
See Map #13 for Park and Ride lot locations.
SUMMARY OF AREA TRANSPORTATION STUDIES
For Louisa County, the Route 250 East Corridor Study is significant. The Route
250 East Corridor Study is being conducted by VDOT and the Charlottesville/
Albemarle Metropolitan Planning Organization. The study area begins at the East
Corporate Limits of Charlottesville and ends at the Route 795 intersection
approximately 0.3 miles east of Route 15 at Zion Crossroads. The purpose of the
study is to examine existing and future travel conditions, to determine where
deficiencies may exist within the corridor, and to create a conceptual multi-modal
transportation plan to address these deficiencies. A series of short range
alternatives, such as providing CTS and JAUNT service and building additional
park and ride lots, were recommended and can be reasonably implemented in a
five to six year time-frame. The long range alternatives are based on traffic
projections and involve more significant transportation improvements, such as
providing additional turn lanes and signalization.
ZION CROSSROADS ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE.
This Study will examine the Zion Crossroads area and determine several
preliminary economic-based scenarios for the counties of Louisa and Fluvanna
and the City of Charlottesville, acting together or alone. Zion Crossroads is
approximately midway between Interstate 81 and Interstate 95 on Interstate 64.
Transportation implications of this Study include not only the impact on Interstate
64, but also impacts on Routes 250, 15, and 208. In addition, should Zion
Crossroads become a new economic hub, the need for transit service and land use
policies that encourage pedestrian and bicycle travel should be evaluated.
EASTERN PLANNING INITIATIVE
The Eastern Planning Initiative integrates land use and transportation over a fiftyyear horizon. A computerized model which will provide assistance in planning
decisions by illustrating impacts of various development scenarios is the major
deliverable from the plan. Louisa County is represented on the planning
committee and has attended the workshops during which the development
scenarios are formulated. The study will be completed by July 2001.
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GETTING TO WORK: COMMUTING IN AND OUT OF LOUISA COUNTY
Households owning two or more cars increased from 60% to 68% from 1980 to
1990. This has implications for transportation planning. Fifty-eight (58%) of the
workforce leave the County for their jobs: Twenty-seven percent (27%) commute
to the Richmond area, primarily Hanover County. Fifteen percent (15%)
commute to Charlottesville and Albemarle County, 6% to Orange, 8% to other
localities and 2% to Fredericksburg. While the percentage has been dropping,
23% commute by carpool. On the average, Louisa County residents spend just
under one half hour commuting to work.
Workers also commute into Louisa. A large percentage, 66%, of Louisa workers
are Louisa residents. 9% commute in from Richmond, 7% from Orange, 6% from
Spotsylvania, and 4% each from Charlottesville/Albemarle, Fluvanna, and
elsewhere.
HOUSING

INTRODUCTION
The distribution and characteristics
of residential development are
important from both a growth
management
and
affordability
perspective.
Where housing is
located and is permitted to locate is a
fundamental aspect of growth
management and public facilities
management. The characteristics of
the housing stock - the types of
housing, its condition, and the cost in
particular - affect affordability and
availability.

Housing Types 2005-2009
Single
MultiFamily
Family
(including (including
duplexes) townhomes)

Mobile
Home

Alb.

63%

33%

4%

Char.

48%

51%

1%

94%
86%
12,783
(87%)
73%
69%

2%
5%
161
(1%)
15%
25%

4%
9%
1,737
(12%)
12%
5%

Fluv.
Greene
Louisa
Nelson
Region

HOUSING INVENTORY
The 2010 Census and 2005-2009 American Community Survey, both prepared by
the United States Census, provides a baseline of information regarding the
number and type of houses in Louisa County. The 2005-09 figures are an average
estimate of the number of homes in each of the five years in this time period. The
2010 Census does not include a breakdown of some detailed housing measures, so
the 2005-09 data is used in those cases. With multifamily/townhome units,
because there are so few in Louisa, local data is used rather than the Census. The
total number of housing units in Louisa in 2010 is 16,319.
In 2005-09, the percentage of mobile homes in the County of Louisa was 12
percent of total housing, with the total number of mobile homes at 1,737 units.
Single-family housing made up 87 percent of total housing, (12,586 units). MultiIII-41

family or townhome housing increased to 161 units, over the same time period,
mainly due to new townhouses built at Spring Creek and Lake Anna Plaza.

Number of Mobile Homes
Renter/Owner Occupied
Source: 2005-09 American Community Survey,
U.S. Census
Renter Owner
Albemarle
713
577
Char.
31
90
Fluvanna
107
205
Greene
101
463
Louisa
549
1,062
Nelson
350
704

HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS
Renter/Owner Occupied Units
Source 2010 U.S. Census
Renter
Owner
Albemarle
34*
66%
59%*
41%
Char.
15%
Fluvanna
85%
20%
80%
Greene
18%
82%
Louisa
21%
79%
Nelson

TENURE
With approximately 82% of the housing
stock owner-occupied, Louisa County is
similar to most rural localities in the
Planning District.

Approximately 61% (10,987) of UVA students
lived off-grounds in 2000 and are a significant
factor in Albemarle's and Charlottesville's rental
market.

CONDITIONS
There are two key indicators on the condition of housing in the County: housing
units lacking indoor plumbing and overcrowded housing units. Housing units
lacking complete plumbing are by definition substandard and overcrowded
housing, defined as more than one person per room, is seen as a measure of near
homelessness.
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HOUSING UNITS LACKING COMPLETE PLUMBING FACILITIES:
2005-09
Source: 2005-09 American Community Survey, U.S. Census
Occupied Units
Without
% without
Plumbing
Plumbing
157
0.4%
Albemarle
36,894
Charlottesville

17,778

66

0.4%

Fluvanna

9,276

25

0.3%

Greene

6,741

14

0.2%

Louisa

12,958

68

0.5%

Nelson

6,526

214

3.3%

Region

90,173

611

0.7%

Louisa County has the third highest number of units without complete plumbing
facilities in the region, but this only comprises only 1% of the county's housing
stock. The Fluvanna/Louisa Housing Foundation has worked aggressively to
remedy the need for quality housing. In 1990, housing units without complete
plumbing facilities comprised 10 percent of the total housing stock. Since that
time, the number of these substandard homes has declined sharply. In 1990 the
number of these units was reported to be 714; over the past decade the number of
units without bathrooms is 68, according to the Assessor's office.
In 1989 a windshield survey of the County was performed to identify homes
appearing to lack indoor plumbing. Over 300 homes were identified at that time
as potentially lacking indoor plumbing. Since then, the Fluvanna/Louisa Housing
Foundation has continued to install plumbing in homes through the Virginia
Indoor Plumbing Program.
In 1998, a follow-up survey was completed of all homes listed by the tax assessor
as valued under $35,000. This survey asked the owners of these homes to contact
the Foundation if the home lacked a bathroom. There were over 1,000 homes in
this category. Of the 1,000 surveys sent out, 48 positive replies were received. Of
these 48, 7 were vacant units, 8 have since had plumbing installed, and 33 were
ineligible for the State Indoor Plumbing Program.
The Foundation sent out another survey in Fall 1999 to all mobile home owners of
units built before 1985. There were over 800 units identified for this survey. The
Foundation was looking for additional units lacking indoor plumbing; only 3
additional units were identified. However, the Housing Foundation discovered
there was a great need for other repairs to many of these older mobile homes. In
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particular, the Foundation received responses from 29 families living in units built
before 1976. These mobile homes were built before HUD specifications were
applicable, and today, they are considered irreparable.
Figures for overcrowded housing do not portray a significant need with 152
identified overcrowded units, or 1.2% of the entire housing stock. Overcrowding
is defined by the federal Department of Housing and Urban Development as more
than one person per room in an occupied unit.
OVERCROWDED HOUSING UNITS: 2005-09
Source: 2005-09 American Community Survey, U.S. Census
Occupied
Number
Percent
Units Overcrowded Overcrowded
Albemarle
36,894
348
0.9%
Charlottesville

17,778

348

2.0%

Fluvanna

9,276

103

1.1%

Greene

6,741

49

0.7%

Louisa

12,958

152

1.2%

Nelson

6,526

68

1.0%

Region

90,173

1068

1.2%

HOUSING AVAILABILITY AND AFFORDABILITY
HOUSING AVAILABILITY
With 82% of the existing housing stock owner-occupied homes, and 1% multifamily or townhome units, there is a lack of options for rental units. From 2000
through 2010, just 99 of the housing units authorized in the County were multifamily or townhomes. Given limited public water and sewer, this small
percentage of multi-family units is to be expected.
HOUSING AFFORDABILITY
Census numbers indicate that Louisa County residents are paying higher
percentages of their income on housing. In 1990, 27% of Louisa County renters
paid more than 30% of their income for housing, as did 17% of the homeowners.
In 2000, these numbers increased to 34% for renters and 23% for homeowners.
During the 2005-2009 period the numbers increased again, to 39% and 29%,
respectively. Generally, below 30%, housing is considered affordable; above
30%, housing is considered not affordable.
Monthly housing costs are among the lowest in the region. However, 27% of
Louisa County renters are paying more than 30% of their income for housing, as
are 17% of the homeowners. Generally, below 30%, housing is considered
affordable; above 30%, housing is considered not affordable.
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MONTHLY COSTS AS A PERCENT OF HOUSEHOLD INCOME: OWNERS &
RENTERS - 2005-2009
Source: 2005-09 American Community Survey, U.S. Census

% Paying 30% or
more of household
income

Albemarle*
Charlottesville*
Fluvanna
Greene
Louisa
Nelson

Total Specified Households

Renters
41%
56%

Owners
27%
33%

Renters
12,949
9,505

Owners
23,945
7,532

34%
51%
39%
31%

27%
27%
29%
23%

1,446
1,202
2,927
1,475

7,830
5,539
10,031
5,051

Note: Paying more than 30% of household income for housing costs indicates the housing is
not affordable.
*These figures may be affected by the high incidence of U.Va. students living off-grounds,
in private units

COUNTY RESOURCES
LOUISA COUNTY HOUSING FOUNDATION
The Louisa County Housing Foundation was established in 1988 as a
non-profit organization to provide safe, sanitary, and decent housing for the
residents of Louisa County. The Foundation receives support from the County.
Foundation Programs
The Foundation currently administers five major programs designed to
address the issue of affordable housing available for the elderly and low to
moderate income residents.
Emergency home repair and indoor plumbing rehabilitation;
The Foundation manages an Emergency Repair Program for very lowincome residents for repairs such as water pumps, roofs, hot water
heaters, plumbing leaks, and handicapped accessibility needs. There
are approximately 45 families each year served through this program
with an estimated annual expenditure of $30,000. The funding for this
program is a combination of Foundation donations, State funds,
volunteer labor, Virginia Water Project, and the Piedmont Housing
Alliance Elderly and Disabled Loan Fund;
Section 8 rental assistance;
There are 100 vouchers issued to Louisa County for this program,
which serves those persons needing rental assistance beyond 30% of
their income. This program is in great demand and currently has a
waiting list of three years. Those with vouchers have a difficult time
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finding available rentals in Louisa County due to market conditions
such as the limits on program rents Competitive Community
Development Block Grants (no current grant);
Revolving Fund;
Developing from donations and administrative fees to be used for
construction financing for County residents making less than the
median family income of $64,200 (2011). The goal of this program is
to build eight to ten houses per year;
Portable Ramps;
The Foundation has recently begun a program to purchase portable
aluminum handicapped ramps to provide a quick response program for
those needing ramps.
PROGRAM ASSISTANCE FOR THE HOUSING DISADVANTAGED
Affordable housing is an important issue for many Louisa County residents. The
County participates in a number of programs designed to assist low and moderate
income citizens.
Louisa County is a member locality in the Thomas Jefferson HOME Consortium,
a consortium of the City of Charlottesville and the Counties of Albemarle,
Fluvanna, Greene, and Nelson. The Consortium is "entitled" under the U. S.
Department of Housing and Urban Department to receive funds each year, as
appropriated by Congress. The funds are currently distributed equally among the
six member localities.
The Piedmont Housing Alliance is a regional non-profit corporation through
which certain HOME funds are made available for housing projects. Piedmont
Housing also seeks funding for regional programs. Affordable housing
organizations partner on a local and regional level to provide safe and affordable
housing for Louisa citizens.
HUMAN SERVICES
INTRODUCTION
Historically, churches, volunteer organizations and families in Louisa County
have provided health and human services. Today, the State and Federal
governments also fund many of these basic services. Louisa County spends
approximately 6% of its annual budget on health and human services.
HEALTH CARE
The Louisa County Health Center is a non-profit organization created by the
Louisa County Board of Supervisors. It is loosely affiliated with the government
and operates as a public body corporation under the Virginia Code. The building,
owned by the Louisa County Health Center Commission, was built in 1950 and
operated as a non-profit hospital until 1976 at which time the building was
donated to the county. The County soon transferred the building and its operation
to the Louisa County Health Center Commission. From that time until 1981, the
county tried to provide direct medical services to the public. Since 1981 the
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building has undergone several phases of modernization and remodeling in excess
of $1,000,000 and currently houses health care providers and services.
The Louisa County Health Department operates from a single clinic located in the
Town of Louisa. In order to fund the services provided by the Health
Department, the Commonwealth of Virginia requires Louisa County to match
45% of the approved budget for state-mandated activities of the Health
Department with local funding according to a formula based on "ability to pay."
For Fiscal Year (FY) 2000, the Health Department has budgeted $864,930 of
which Louisa County is providing a local commitment of $458,430. Of this
amount, $236,045 is to fulfill the state-mandated funding requirements. The
remaining $222,385 represents an additional allocation of funding from the
County to support the Health Department in its provision of services that are not
mandated by the State. Among these non-mandated services are children's dental
care and preventive clinics for persons in poverty, community health education,
family planning, immunizations, and in-home visits and care for new mothers,
newborns, and infants.
The Region Ten Community Services Board, a voluntary coalition of
governments representing Louisa, Fluvanna, Greene, Nelson and Albemarle
Counties and the City of Charlottesville, provides mental health, mental
retardation, and substance abuse services in the County. Since the Board's
administrative headquarters is located in Charlottesville, many of the services
offered to clients are based in Charlottesville. Even so, Region Ten maintains a
clinic in the Town of Louisa (open from 8:30 AM to 5 PM Monday through
Friday with evenings available by appointment) and the Friendly Oaks facility (a
day program for adults operating Monday through Friday from 10 AM to 3 PM).
Louisa County funds approximately 9% of the cost of mental health services
provided within the County.
Several private elderly care facilities are located in the County of Louisa. Several
physician practices are also located in the County. The University of Virginia has
established a renal care unit at Zion Crossroads.

SOCIAL SERVICES
The Social Services Department is located in the building west of the County
Administration Buildings. The staff of 33 employees in this building uses all
available space. The Department handles more than 4,000 cases annually
covering Medicaid, Food Stamps, temporary assistance, and fuel needs.

EMERGENCY SERVICES AND LAW ENFORCEMENT
Louisa County provides strong community support for its emergency service and
law enforcement personnel. Much of the annual operating budget for volunteer
services and funding for necessary capital improvements for these services comes
from community fundraising efforts and donations. The volunteer organizations
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offer their facilities for community functions and as a result have become
community centers for the County.
funding for necessary capital improvements for these services comes from
community fundraising efforts and donations. The volunteer organizations offer
their facilities for community functions and as a result have become community
centers for the County.
FIRE
Seven volunteer fire companies serve the County:
Company 1: Louisa
Company 2: Mineral
Company 3: Bumpass
Company 4: Holly Grove
Company 5: Locust Creek
Company 6: Trevilians
Company 7: Zion Crossroads
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Louisa County also receives emergency support from the Gordonsville Fire
Company. Fire companies are distributed fairly evenly throughout the County.
First responders for medical emergencies are available through the Bumpass,
Holly Grove, Locust Creek, and Trevilians fire companies.
There has been an average of twenty percent (20%) increase in call volumes each
year. For 1999, the projected increase is 25%. The volunteer base is not keeping
up with the increase in call volume, and adequate personnel are becoming
increasingly important. Volunteers are extremely dedicated individuals.
All fire departments follow Procedure Manuals and do an excellent job of getting
to the scene in an average of 12 minutes. Mutual Aid Agreements exist in two
different scenarios. First, mutual aid will assist automatically when the call is
located at or near county lines. And second, mutual aid in other areas
(specifically, in areas remote from our companies) will assist when called. Such
agreements help Louisa County.
The county currently provides for the operating budgets of the fire and rescue
departments, with a limited amount budgeted for capital improvements. The
current combined operating budgets are at approximately $1 million.
LAW ENFORCEMENT
The Louisa County Sheriff's Department employs a Sheriff, Captain, and 23
Deputy Sheriffs. The Town of Louisa has three road patrols and a sergeant. An
additional road
patrol may be added in the near future. There also is a
resource officer available from the Sheriff's Department serving the local schools.
Lastly, Louisa County uses auxiliary policemen for security and crowd control,
trained to State specifications by the Louisa County Sheriff's Office.
A formula is used by the State Compensation Board to determine salaries and
staffing levels for constitutional offices, including the office of sheriff. Localities
may exceed the level of staffing set by the state board only by assuming the entire
cost of additional personnel, which is considerably more than just the base salary.
The formula for staffing of sworn personnel is based on population and the scope
of duties in each jurisdiction. With the completion of the regional jail, the
responsibilities of the sheriff for handling prisoners was somewhat reduced with
respect to custodial care of prisoners. The general law enforcement and court
security functions of the office have remained.
EMERGENCY SERVICES
There are five volunteer rescue squads in the county, which operate under Mutual
Aid Agreements with neighboring localities, allowing immediate response to
adjoining areas.
The squads and their locations are: Holly Grove Volunteer
Rescue Squad, Inc., Factory Mill Road; Louisa County Rescue Squad, Inc.,
Rescue Lane in the industrial park; Lake Anna Rescue Squad, Inc., Pottiesville
Road at Bumpass (a temporary location as they are in the building process of a
new facility within 2 miles of this temporary site); Mineral Rescue Squad, Inc., on
1st Street in town of Mineral; Trevilians Volunteer Fire Department and Rescue
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Squad, Inc., on Firehouse Drive. In addition, there is one career staff unit
providing service alternately from several volunteer stations. This unit consists of
four personnel and one EMS Supervisor. The Pegasus emergency medical
helicopter based in Charlottesville also services Louisa County. The helicopter
landing pads at Louisa Airport and Trevilians provide safe landing sites.
The regulation and security of the North Anna Nuclear Power Station is a concern
for the County emergency services. Located in the Bumpass / Mineral area, the
Station operates two nuclear reactors for the production of electricity. An
extensive emergency plan is in place that requires semi-annual drills to verify
effectiveness. Louisa County's Office of Emergency Services is responsible for
coordinating drill activities and would be the command center in an actual
emergency.
The Nuclear Regulatory Commission considers the area within ten miles of the
physical location of the plant to be of primary concern in the event of a nuclear
accident. Dominion North Anna Power Plant distributes calendars annually to all
boxholders within this ten-mile radius. These calendars outline emergency
procedures to be followed if an accident were to occur, including evacuation areas
and routes. The Louisa Emergency Services Coordinator feels that the existing
emergency plan is both adequate and effective. The Office of Emergency
Services currently compiles and maintains a list of individuals in the evacuation
area with disabilities who may need special attention during an emergency.
The 13,000-acre Lake Anna was constructed to provide coolant waters for the
Power Station. Since the lake also is used for recreational purposes, concerns for
citizen safety have arisen. To ensure water quality and safety, the Virginia
Department of Game and Inland Fisheries has jurisdiction over the waters of Lake
Anna and performs periodic patrols for game and fish violations, illegal
substances that might hinder boat operations, littering and general boat safety. The
United States Coast Guard Auxiliary also performs random patrols.
Another safety concern is the potential for accidents via railroads or regional
highways when toxic substances are being transported. A contingency plan exists
in the Office of Emergency Services for these types of emergencies and some
personnel have completed hazardous materials training.
However, the
Commonwealth of Virginia does not require hazardous material transporters to
notify local governments that such materials are being transported through their
areas. Therefore, these governments may not be aware of the potential emergency
and the need to initiate procedures for handling hazardous substances until
arriving at the scene.

RECREATION
Numerous opportunities for recreation exist within Louisa County. The
Department of Parks and Recreation offers a variety of youth, teen and adult
activities for the residents of Louisa and surrounding Counties. The variety of
activities is broad and includes basketball, softball, adult volleyball, t-ball, soccer,
golf, aerobics, gymnastics, dance, swimming, and hiking among others. In
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addition to these activities, the Louisa County Little League and Youth Football
Association provide excellent organized opportunities for the youth and teens of
the County. County youth clubs are also available, including the Boy Scouts, Girl
Scouts, 4-H and private Dance and Gymnastics Clubs.
The following is a list of recreational facilities that can be found in the County:




















Louisa Town Park;
Mineral Park;
Buckner/Bumpass Park;
Holly Grove Ruritan: two ballfields;
Luck Field: playground and equipment;
Louisa Senior League/Little League fields;
Louisa County High School and Middle School: three lighted tennis
courts, two softball fields, and a lighted walking track;
Jouett Elementary School: two lighted tennis courts, two soccer fields,
one basketball court, playground equipment, an exercise field, and
baseball/softball field;
Thomas Jefferson Elementary School: two lighted tennis courts, one
lighted softball field, and one basketball court;
Trevilians Elementary School: two lighted tennis courts, one softball
field, one basketball court, one soccer/open field, and playground
equipment;
Tanyard Country Club: golf course, pool, and restaurant;
Shenandoah Crossing Club: golf course, pool, and restaurant;
Lake Anna Campground;
Small Country Campground;
Christopher Run Campground;
Northeast Creek Reservoir;
Bowlers Mill Lake;
Louisa Soccer Association;
Little League Wrestling

LIBRARIES
Louisa

County boasts a new 15,000 sq. ft. state of the arts library, which currently
houses 36,000 volumes. The floor plan is designed to accommodate a planned
increase of 5,000 volumes per year, reaching an aggregate of 50,000. The new
library, completed in December 1999, is owned by the County of Louisa and is a
part of the Jefferson-Madison Regional Library system. The new library is the
result of a first time Partnership Agreement in Louisa County between the County
and a private foundation. A fund raising campaign featuring 50% taxpayer cost
sharing matched by 50% funds derived from the Foundation who coordinated
gifts and contributions from the private and business sectors of the county and the
receipt of state tax appropriations, resulted in the successful construction and
opening of the Louisa Library.
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The contemporary, one story, brick structure is located at the intersection of Davis
Highway and School Bus Garage Road on Route 22, near the town of Mineral.
The library is strategically located in front of the Louisa County Middle School
and on the same county property as the high school. The location near the two
schools lends itself well to easy access and availability to students for study and
research after normal school hours, as well as to their parents who often drive
students to school or pick them up after school. Also, Route 22 between the
towns of Louisa and Mineral has one of the highest traffic counts in Louisa
County thus its central location proves to be one that maximizes its availability
and convenience to Louisa citizens.
There is a genealogy and local history room and a collection of non-fiction and
novels for adults. A separate children's room provides a wonderful environment
for story programs and special summer programs. Young adults and teenagers
will enjoy the special young adult section and a reference section for research by
those of all ages. Last but not least, the Louisa Library is on line and
technologically advanced with over 24 computers installed for the public's
general use to browse the net, compose a document, or just keep up with latest
software designs.
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